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„„ l ment . 
HE N I firſt entered upon chis Sub? — 
jet of Exciſes, I proceeded by on ; 
common Report and the Intimations |» 
given us of ſuch 4 Deſign in a. Court - Pam 

publiſhed laſt Summer; as well as in the Speech of _ 

Aa certain bonourable Gentleman in the He f Com: 
: I mont. I thoughtſuch Hints, firengthened bythe © | 
3 geist Diſcourſagof/ the Town, were: ſufficient 

2 Juſtify an Enquiry into this Method" of: Taxation © 

MO which L apprehended, and do ſtill app hend; tobe 
2 of the moſt dangerous Conſequend to the Intereſt —  Þ 
: of Trude, as well as the Zibertienof the whole N 8 1 
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cCution of it, But the Seaſonableneſs of ſuch an 
Enquiry at the very Juncture, when. I commenced 
it, hath been amply evinced by the Courſe of the 
Debate and other Circymſtances of the ſtrongeſt 
Nature; for it is very remarkable that none of the. 
miniſterial Writers have dared: to diſown the Exi- , 
ſtence of ſuch a Project, in plain Terms, though KM th 
They have ſpared no Pains to perſuade us that We M 
need not be under any Apprehenſions about it. But to 
the vigorous Refolutions of the Merchants of Lon-- 1 
1 4% and other great trading Towns in England are W tc 
0 _ ſufficient to convince every reaſonable Man that the F 
"Deſign ſtill ſubſiſts. Such wiſe and cautions Socie- | 
Ties are not apt to take Alarms without ſome ; 
_ Grounds z”nor can any Miniſter, of common Senſe, 
be pleaſed to ſeethe Metropolis of the Kingdom, as 
Well as the Nation in general, inflamed to ſuch a 
Degree; and therefore We have the ſtrongeſt Pre- 
ſumption to believe that our preſent Projector would 
immediately endeavour to aſſuagetheſe Heats amongſt 
ſo powerful and'wealthy a Body of Men, by giving Them 
ſome Aſſurances that He had no ſuch Deſign, or 
had laid it aſide; if That were really the Caſe. In- 
ſtead of This, He hath confirmed their Apprehen- 
ſions, and furniſhed Them with freſh Reaſons for 
_ mnwvigorating their Proceedings, not only by with⸗ 
5 holding any ſuch Aſſurances Himſelf, but by ſuffers 
ing his Advocates to exert all that little Abilities, 
They have been ſo modeſt, indeed, as to mince the . 
Matter, by declining the Word itſelf, as much as 
poſſible, and gioing their Scheme the ſofter Name 
of an Alteration in the Manner of collecting the pubs 
lic Revenues; but when They have been called up- 
on to explain their Meaning, They have been ei- 
ther ſtruck dumb; or obliged to conſeſs that it a- 
mounted to the ſame Thing, but whatever e 
N : e e |  FBL/E 
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Porn of England are not yet become ſuch Bubh 
as to be decoyed into a Snare, with their Eyes broa 


open, under the moſt Fan Pretences of Eaſe 


and Advantage. 


I foreſaw very n « at my firſt ring out, , 
that 1 ſhould be annoyed in my Journey by a 


Mob of Billingſgate S cribblers, who are always ready 


to throw Dirt, when They can do nothing elſe; bur 
made my Way through Them with great Con- 
tempt, and could not help ſmiling at their! imgorene 


Fury, as I paſſed along. 
1 was, indeed, ſomewhat ſar W not to find 


either Mr. Osborne, or Mr. Waljmgham, amonglh 


the Number of my Adverſaries ; but ſince They 
have th 


the latter hath done it, with a very extraordi 
Air) 1 will not be ſo un 


or their preſent Silence on this Head. 


The Advocates for Exciſes having clin to make 5 
their chief Aſſault in the Daily Courant, I ſhall now 


conſider the moſt material of their Arguments, aC- 


cording to my late Promiſe, without concealing, or 1 
willingly evading the Force of Tbem, in 965 . 


Particular. 


There are ſeveral e who hoe. appea wares ESE 
againſt me in this N or, at leaſt, have diſtin- 
different Names. — The 
Reader will now excuſe me, if I ſtop a Moment, 
and take ſome fmall Notice of TR: before Pome . 


guiſhed Themſelves b 


coop to the Subſtance' of the Argumen 
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One of Them figns Himſelf 3 and ſeams - 


to beſuch an harmleſs Goods fart, of a Man, though 


a little teſty, that it would be cruel to Fe his . 1 : 
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ought fit to decline the Conteſt, (though. 


erous as to inſult Them 
with any farther Remarks on their former: IEG. , 
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cution of it. But the Seaſonableneſs of ſuch an 
Enquiry at the very Juncture, when I commenced 
it, hath been amply evinced by the Courſe of the 
Debate and other Circumſtances of the ſtrongeſt 
Nature; for it is very remarkable that none of the 
miniſterial Writers have dared to diſown the Exi- 
ſtence of ſuch a Project, in plain Terms, though 
They have {pared no Pains to perſuade us that We 
need not be under any Apprehenſions about it. Bur 
the vigorous Reſolutions of the Merchants of Lon 
don and other great trading Towns in England are 
ſufficient to convince every reaſonable Man that the 
Deſign ſtill ſubſiſts. Such wiſe and cautions Socie- 
ties are not apt to take Alarms without ſome 
Grounds ;' nor can any Miniſter, of common Senſe, 
be pleaſed to ſee the Metropolis of the Kingdom, as 
Well as the Nation in general, inflamed to ſuch a 
Degree; and therefore We have the ſtrongeſt Pre- 
ſumption to believe that our preſent Projector would 
immediately endeavour to aſſuagetheſe Heats amongſt 
ſo powerful and wealthy a Body of Men, by giving Them 
ſome Aſſurances that He had no ſuch Deſign, or 
had laid it afide; if That were really the Caſe. In- 
ſtead of This, He hath confirmed their Apprehen- 
ſions, and furniſhed Them with freſh Reaſons for 
invigorating their Proceedings, not only by with- 
holding any ſuch Aſſurances Himſelf, but by ſuffer- 
ing his Advocates to exert all their little Abilities, 
in old ͥ 8 
They have been ſo modeſt, indeed, as to mince the 
Matter, by declining the Word itſelf, as much as 
poſſible, and giving their Scheme the ſofter Name 
of an Alteration in the Manner of collecting the pub» 
lick Revenues 5, but when They have been called up- 
on to explain their Meaning, They have been ei- 
ther ſtruck dumb, or obliged to confeſs that it a- 
mounted to the /ame Thing; but whatever e 
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theſe. Gentlemen i may have of their own Addreſs, the 
People of England are not yet become ſuch Bubbles 
as to be decoyed into a Snare, with their Eyes broad 
open, under the moſt plauſible Pretences of Eaſe 
and Advantage. 


I foreſaw very plainly, at my firſt ſetting out, | 
that J ſhould be annoyed in my Journey by a 
Mob of Billingſgate Scribblers, who are always ready 
to throw Dirt, when They can do nothing elſe ; but 
I made my Way through Them with great Con- 
tempt, and could not help ſmiling at their! impotent 
Fury, as I paſſed along. 

I was, indeed, ſomewhat hinged not to find 
either Mr. Ochorne, or Mr. Walſingham, amongſt 
the Number of my Adverſaries; but ſince They 
have thought fit to decline the Conteſt, (though 
the latter hath done it, with a very extraordinary 
Air) 1 will not be ſo ungenerous as to inſult Them 
with any farther Remarks on their former Writings, 
or their preſent Silence on this Head. | 

The Advocates for Exciſes having choſen to make 
their chief Aſſault in the Daily Couram, I ſhall now 
conſider the moſt material of their Arguments, ac- 
_ cording to my late Promiſe, without concealing, or 

willingly evading the Force of Them, in any one 
Particular. 
There are ſeveral M. Ne, who have appeared 
againſt me in this Paper; or, at leaſt, have diſtin» 
guiſhed Themſelves by different Names, — The 
Reader will now excuſe me, if I ſtop a Moment, 
and take ſome ſmall Notice of Them, before I prov 
eeed to the Subſtance of the Argument. 

One of Them figns Himſelf Meanwell, and ſeems 
to beſuch an harmleſs Goode fort of a Man, though 
2 little teſty, that it would be cruel to ruffle his 
Diſpoſition with any farther Remark, | 


Hrother | 


[6] 


Another is pleaſed to ſubſcribe his Lucubfitions 


with the Name of * F, Engliſh; though, by his 
blundering Conceſſions, I ſhould take Him to be of 
9 N Kingdom; for He very frankly 
and ſillily admits, hat if a general Exciſe was to be 
laid, and levied by arbitrary and inſolent Exciſemen, 

- ſupported by a ſtanding Army; 3 if the Repoſe of Fa- 


milies was to be diſturbed at all Hours of the Night; 


and the Officers quartered upon the Traders; there 
would be Foundation enough for Complaint. 
_ This Man, I ſay, cannot ſurely have lived long in 

England, or He muſt have an Head very oddly turn- 
ed, to make ſuch an Acknowledgment, in 
the preſent Argument; fince This is the very 


9 Caſe of Euciſes; This is the Thing, which gives 


us ſo much Alarm and lays the T1 raders under luch 
terrible Apprehenſions. 

As Carus is only an hard Latin w on for dear 
Joy, I am inclined to believe that this Writer is 
the ſame with the Gentleman before mentioned, un- 
der another Name; for both his Style and his Man- 


ner of Reaſoning ſeem to have a 885 deal, of the 


fame Hibernian Caſt. 


He undertakes, in the firſt Place + 70 * all - 


thoſe Knots and Perplexities, which Caleb hath, for 
many Weeks together, been knitting, with indefatig a- 
ble Toil.— But how does He unravel theſe Laos? 

why, juſt in the old Alexandrine Way; He cuts 
Them aſunder. He firſt Jays it down as a Maxim 
that a Parliament cannot be influenced, or corrupted 
and then concludes that 20 Taxes can be grievous; 
or unjuſt, which are impoſed on the People, with 
the 2 the of their o Repreſentatives ; for which 
Reaſon He tells us, in another Papers TT a rai 


* Cee 115 Coding Oct. 28. 
+ Courant, Dec, 12. 
It Courant, Dec. 19. 
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4 : fng Money ought to be ſpoke of no where, before it is 


f mentioned in the Houſe of Commons; and if They 

y acquieſce in any Propoſals of that Kind, there remain 

e none elſe, to whom the Propoſers are to account. 

„ In the ſame Paper he is pleaſed to acquaint us 

- that the Advocates of the preſent Miniſtry do not 

„ write far a Subſfience. I am glad to hear it with 

e all my Heart; for if That were the Caſe, Iam 
- afraid They would ſoon come to want. Bread; at 
n jeaſt, under any other Patrons, But every Body 


- knows theſe Writers to be Gentlemen of diſtinguiſb- 
n ed Birth, Fortune and Education, who enter Volun- 
teers in the Service, and ſcorn to be concerned in 
* the Property of. a News-Paper ; or to receive week- 
a ly Wages from a Printer; or quarterly Penſions 
from the Tr ———7. It ſeems, indeed, alittle diſ- 
' honourable, and far beneath Perſons of ſuch an ele- 
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$ vated Raik, to twit poor Fog and D' Anvers in the 1 
a Teeth with their inferior Circumſtances, and ſer bel 
- Them forth to the World as a Couple of Pariſb- Fob 
6 Authors, who write Libels for Bread, and are of no 47 
. other Importance than what depends on the Sale of ib 
I their Two=penny Journals. This alas! is too true; for Wa 
4 neither Fog nor I have given our ſelves any big Airs, i | 
. as private Men, but have often acknowledged our- N 
? {elves the Servants of the Publick, and never pre- We). 
$ tended to any Regard from it, but what reſulted 1 
1 from the Force of our Arguments, and the Weight 1 
; of the Matter in Hand. It is therefore cruel to 1 
j the laſt Degree, to take ſuch Adyantages againſt us, 1 

l and reproach us with our %% Condition; eſpe- 15 
1 cially fince We have no Opportunity of retorting 

4 


any Part of the Charge upon our Adverlaries, — 

T hey are known to'be Gentlemen of eminent Di- 
 Plinftion, as well as Abilities, who cannot be ſuſpec- 

ted of writing from any zercenary, or ſordid Ma- 
lives. — This, I ſay, is an hard Cale upon us; but 
Fog and I mult bear it as well as We can. Ia 


LY 
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In the very * next Paper he is ſtill more un- 
mercifully ſevere upon us. He calls us fallen An- 
gels, impertinent little Fellows, Catilines, Jacobites, 
'Traitors, Firebrand of Diſcord, Trumpeters of 
Sedition, Revilers of Power, and Canker-Worms in 
the very Heart of the Conſtitution it ſelf ; with o- 
ther polite Appellations of the ſame Kind, which 
he accumulates one upon another, till he hath 


quite run himſelf out of Breath. Nay, he even 


endeavours to rob us of that poor Sub/eftence, for 
which We are obliged to write Libels, by ſtriking 
at the Craft itſelf; for looting upon the Liberty of 
the Preſs as a moſt invaluable Bleſſing, and what 
ought ever to be preſerved, he thinks it abſolutely 


neceſſary to CLog it with an Exciſe upon all ſedi- 


Zious Journals, News- Papers aud Pamphlets. — Alas! 


able Exciſe; for We not only pay a Duty upon 
per, but another very heavy one for Stamps; 
by the laſt of which We are prohibited, under ſe- 


aer Een the Preſs is already clogg'd with a 
d | 
Paper 


vere Penalties, from diſpoſing of any of our Com- 
modities, without an Imprimatur from the Com- 
miſſioners of the Stamp - Oſſice, who are properly our 


Licenſers, as well as Judges in this Caſe; and our 
To- nenny Journals are reduced to the narrow 


Compaſs of half a Sheet fo that We are obliged 


to fight, as Miſt once complained, like W 
ton on our Stumps. Thus, we ſee, the Covern. 
ment hath already made itfelf a Gainer by Sedition, 


according to this Scheme, and extratted' ſome Bent- 


Ft even from Diſaffection itſelf. I muſt likewiſe 
put the illuſtrious Carus in Mind that 7his excellent 
Kegulation of the Preſs was projected by his honour- 


able Patron, with the ſame honeſt Deſign, which 
He mentions, of putting a C/op upon it. But it 


is nat at all ſurprizing thar theſe Gentlemen ſhould 
* Courant, December 20th 
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be ignorant that the Pre/} is already put under 


the Clog of an Exciſe, ſince their Works are hap- 
pily exempted from it; and vey have the Pleaſure 


to ſee them publiſh'd and hawk d about the Coun- 


try, 'wnflampt, and Duty- free, by Minifters and 
Officers of State. F 
This Project, for loading the Preſs with a mew 


Attempt to revive the Practice of the Szar-Cham- 
ber againſt Libellers, that it is very natural to 
think they came from the /ame excellent Hand; 
and as I am aſſured that the reputed Author is now em- 
barked for the Veſ-Indies, to take Poſſeſſion of a 
Place, which he hath ſo well deſerved of this 
Nation, 4 ſuppoſe he deſigned the preſent Scheme 
as his farewel Gift, or laſt Legacy to the Publick 
I heartily wiſh him a good Voyage, and can- 
not help condoling with his Patron, on the Loſs 
of /o valuable an Advocate; but he hath the Plea- 
fare to reflect that although the publick Service 


of our ſouthern Colonies made it neceſſary to. ſhip 


off one eminent Lawyer 5 another hath been lately 

imported from one of our northern Colonies, who 

will be fully able, I hope, te ſupply his Place. 
I now come to the anonymous Writer in the + 


Same Paper, who followed me cloſe at the Heels 
5 oy Saturday, and entered into a more particu- 
lar E 


xamination of the Argument againſt Zxci/es. 


* 


This Gentleman pretends to reaſon, as well as rail; 


and therefore deſerves a little more Regard than 
his Brother Mriters; though I will undertake to 
prove, before I have done, that he hath not been 
able ro take off the Force of any one material 


4 


| Objettion againſt Exci/es, 


„ Sev. the Dodtrine of Libels diſcuſſed and. exas 
1 B „ 


˖ 10 

1 think I have fully proved, in my Argument, 
that the Collection of Subſidies, or Taxes, by 

Officers of the Cuſtoms, is more for the Eaſe of the 
People than by Officers of Exciſe. By one, the 

Trader is intirely Maſter of his Goods from the 
Moment he hath paid the Cuſtoms and landed his 
Goods; whereas by the other, though he hath. paid 
the Exciſe, an Officer is at Liberty to come into 
his Houſe; or Warehouſe, at all Hours. 

Wb | - hath not been denied, it cannot be denied, 
that Exci/es put the Trader under a new /et of 
Laws, unknown to our ancient Conſtitution, and. 
deprive Him of that ineſtimable Privilege, to which 
he is ſo juſtly intitled by Magna Churta, and of 
which he ought to be * — a 
Trial by Juries. 
It is therefore very candid in the® Let- 
ter-Mriter, ſo readily to acknowledge all the fine 
Things I 'have ſaid of this invaluable Bulwark 


of the Britiſh Liberty 10 be true; and if it hath 


been found by frequent Experience to . be equally 
true, as He aſſerts, hat this Method of Trial is, 
in many Inſtances, liable to Exceptions, He will not 
ſurely contend that 'This is a Reaſon for taking it 
away, when He hath admitted that it ſcreens 
_ the Small from the Oppreſſion of the Great, and the 
Subject from the unjuſt Reſentment of the Prince, or, 
the Violence of his Miniſters. —— But by whom 
are theſe Objections to ſuch Trials ſtarted? why 
by one, who pleads openly for granting new Pow 
ers to the Prince, or his Minifler, and therefore. 
may be juſtly ſuſpected of being more in the In- 
tereſt o the Crown than the People. I have read 
Volumes upon Volumes, in behalf of this glorious 
Privilege; but the Let: zer-Iiriter is the firſt Author 
within the Compaſs of my Reading, who hath 


88 = Courant, Novemler 11. 
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88 employed his Pen to depreciate it. 
ay, I believe I may venture to defy Him, or his 
Patron, to produce one 'Freatiſe' on the Engliſh 
Conſtitution, in which this Method of Trial is not 
highly extolled, as the great Security and Excel- 
lence of it, without any particular Exceptions. 


This is that /acred Mound, which was raiſed by our 


Anceſtors to ſecure the Liberty and Property of 
every Briton, in his private Capacity, againſt the 
Invaſions of tyrannical Governors; as Parlia- 
ments were inſtituted to guard our public Liber- 
ties, conſidered as a Society, or aggregate Body. 
By one, We cannot be legally - puniſhed, either 
in our Perſons, or our Pockets, without a fair 
Trial, and the Verdict of our Countrymen. By the 
other, We are not obliged to pay any Taxes but 
ſuch as are authorized by the Sanction of our own 
Deputies; and in both theſe together conſiſts the 
very Eſſence of our Conſtitutions, as a free 
People. „ 6 
l am ready to grant that there are ſome Laws 

now in Force, beſides Thoſe relating to the Exciſes, 
which impower Thoſe, who have the Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice delegated to Them, to proceed againſt various 
Kinds of Offenders in a ſummary Way, without a 
Trial by Juries. — But to what Caſes do 7Zhe/e 


Laws extend? Only to ſuch as relate to Yagabonds, 


Hedge-Stealers and other diſorderly Perſons, who are 
known to live by pilfering, or can give no Account 


of Themſelves. Nay, evenTheſe have the Liberty, in 


moſt Caſes, of appealing to a Quarter Seſſion, or, 


if They will not abide the Judgment there, to 


remove the Cauſe by Certiorari to Weſtminſter- 


Hall; but is this Cale in any Degree parallel to 


the Power and Proceedings of the Commiſſioners of 
_ Exciſe, from whom there is no Appeal but to in: 


a 
* 


th 


— — 


. 2 — ED 
aA = - — . 


— > * — - . W _ 
. 3 
P _ 
— L . 
__ 2 2 


” 

> men — 
— 5 — 
— 7 


+ 
. 
4H 
v 
© 
14 
17 
*. 
44 
PF: 
TT. 
* 


1 
44 
$4 
= * 
4 
9 
t 4 0 
oF 
* 
1 
4, 
: 4 
3 11 
8 
* a 
7. 
E 
184 
* 
+ 
| RT" 7 
1 
* 
„. 
94 
1 
ig. 1 
N 17 
{i 
» 7 
20 
1 
1 
Ce: 
ws 
4. 
f 
7 
$ J 
+3; 
#* 
woo. > 
A” 
oh ; | 
*. 
0 


t error Comm iſhroners, nat only 3 dependerit on f 


= — 
ꝙ—̃—ũꝓ— — — +» . 


8 — 
8 — 
2 — * 


DEI 
— 


3 —— — — 
— = 
— = * — wd; ——_ — 
— — — ß ¹ mA ———_—_ 


* * 
— —— 2 
— 


* ROT 
- — 
_——— — 


2 oy * 10 — 
. Fo er mo — 
— — - 8... 
* ”» — 4 
— 05 OWE ALE 
. * 
— * — 


—— 8 — 
— 


x 7 
14 11 
1 
4 
# k# 
. 
1 
1 
* -\- 
ir. 
FAS R 
Wy. 
1 
* 


1 
1 , 6 Ces ba rate — — 
FE ee es Sakaces add - 
a - 3 * 2 2 n + * 3 2 
. 14 2 * . * - 2 4 0 
_—_ 


G 
4 n G _ = — 
F A nn. 
r a 2 6. 2 ow e 
— | þ 


5 13 


the Crown or Miuiſter, but even too much 


the Influence and Direction of the «ther ſuperior 
Commiſſioners ? Beſides, the Fines, which Juſtices 


85 Peace axe allowed to levy, are generally ſo 
all and trifling, that they hardly deſerve men- 


tioning, and for Crimes of a very different Na- 


ture from Thoſe at preſent in Diſpute z whereas 


the Commiſſioners of Exciſe have a Power of fining 
Men to ſuch a Degree, even for petty Offences, 


3s may prove ber Rin. 
How ridiculous therefore is this Manner of 
Reaſoning, when the Letter-Mriter could not be 
ignorant that the Powers, delegated to Fuſtices of 

e Peace, are, in almoſt every Inſtance, ſubject to 
the Cognizance and Controul of the Courts in 
Weſtminſter; if the Parties condemned think 'Them- 


ſelves aggrieved, and are adviſed to apply there 


for Relief. 


7 


It is true, indeed, that the Parliament hath 
thought fit, in many Caſes, to give theſe Gen- 


tlemen larger Powers, within an hundred Years 
paſt, than They ever had before; which it is not 
my Buſineſs to condemn; though I have heard 3 


Gentleman of the Law. oblerve that it was giving 
ug our Conſtitution by Piece- meal; but I think the 
| Grant of ſuch extraordinany Powers cannot be cen- 
ſured in ftronger Terms than the Letter-writer 


hath done, when He ſays, with a very unbecoming 


| Sneer, that if this great jewel of Liberty hath been 


e/talliſhed and confirmed by the Legiſlative Power 
near threeſcore Times ſincs the Norman Conqueſt, 
2s. I had obſerved, it may with equal Truth be af- 

firmed, that the ſame Power bath, within little moro 


Than @ Century only, thought fit to diſpenſe with it 
above-three Times as often. 7 


e is then pleaſed to appeal to me, from my 
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and Freedoms of the People, with Regard to their 


Perſons aud their Properties, were euer ſo extenſive, 


or /o well guarded or Protected againſt any. Incroach» 
ments from the Crown in any Age, ſince the firſt Foun» 


dation of the Britiſh Monarchy, as 7 bey are at * | 


ſent. 
I really with the Gentleman had not appealed to 


me, upon K Occaſion; for I am ſorry to ſay that 


I cannot give Him any Anſwer to his Satisfaction; 


they h 1 think myſelf very cool, very * 


ar from falling into any Convulfions,. 

He could not farely be unacquainted with my 
Opinion, concerning the Powers aſſumed by Secre- 
zaries and Meſſengers of State z as well as the Method 

*. proſecuting Writers, by INFORMATIONS and 

SPECIAL JURIES, ſtruck by an Officer no the 


Crown; which Ihave intimated, as plainly as I 
could with Decency and Safety, 'to be a little in- 


conſiſtent with Magus Charta and the common 
Privileges of Engliſhmen, It is ſomewhat ſurpri- 
zing, I ſay, that the Letter-writer ſhould be igno- 
rant of my Sentiments on theſe Heads; ſince J have 


already publiſhed ſeveral Papers upon them, and 
have ſome more ſtill behind, which the Publick 


may expect to ſee, upon a r Occaſion. 
We — not, Wen e er any Inſtances of 
cruel Whippings, Brandings, Goring of Noſss, or cut 
ing off Ears, for what is commonly called Libelling; 
fu Puniſhments being now declared illegal; but 


as far as the preſem Laws could poſſibly extend, I 


do not think myſelf obliged to acknowledge any 
Favour; and when I review the State Tratts of 
former Reigns, com with Thoſe of late Vears, 


I am ſurprized at the noble Boldneſs of my Coun- 
trymen, in attacking the Meaſures of Miniſters, and 
cen the perſonal Characters and Conduct of the 
5 fen e — the Throne, at 
. a 
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1 Time, when there was no Freedom of the Preſs, 


and before the Liberties of-the People were eſtabli- 


ſhed by any Bills of Rights, or Limitations of the 
I thought thus much neceſſary, by Way of Di- 
greſſion, to ſhew the Lerrer-writer's want of Judp- 


ment, in appealing to me, upon this Occaſion; — 


* 


Let us now proceed to ſome other Parts of the 


lame Paper. OO e,, 
It is true that the ancient Laws of this King- 


dom have always had a particular Regard for 


the Revenues of the Crown, and allowed ſhorter Me- 
thods of Proceeding than private Perſons are per- 


mitted to take with'their Debtors: Our wiſe An- 


ceſtors were induced to make this Diſtinction in 
the Laws, becauſe They eſteemed the Revenues of 
Le Crown to be ſer apart for the general Benefit, 
Security and Protection of the w Oe People. 


They looked on the Prince as their common Father; 
to whom they might always fly for Redreſs' from 


Injuſtice and Oppreſſion. It was confſtanth; 
underſtood by Them that the Revenues of the 
Crown were in their own Nature appropriated to 


the public Service, and could not without Vio- 


lence be diverted, or anticipated to any other Pur- 
poles 3 nor, indeed, was it ever pretended by the 
Courtiers, till the Acceſſion of King James the 


Firſt, that theſe Revenues were a private Patrimony, 


and deſigned only for Domeftick :Uſes, or to be diſ- 
poſed of at the Pleaſure of the Prince. But though 


the Crown is not obliged to go through all the or- 


dinary Forms and Proceſſes of Law, yet certainly it 
is not at Liberty to act contrary to Law 3 nor can 


the King, any more than a Subject, ſeize on an 


Man's Eſtate, whether the Debt ariſe by Bond or 


otherwiſe, till a Jury of twelve Men, legally im- 


pannel'd, have found, by Proof on Oath, that the 


me 
Debt is really due to the Crown, and in what Sum: 
Nay, even after This the Perſon hath a Remedy, 
if He thinks himſelf aggrieved, by bringing his Bill, 
or Action, againſt the Crows ; and many Inftan- 


ces may be produced of - Caſes, where theſe De- 


mands have not been allowed in Weſtminſter-Hall. 
If This is a true State of the Caſe, I was not 
miſinformed, when I ſaid that in all other Caſes, 
except the Exciſe, the Diſpute between the Crown 
and the Subject is left. to the Determination of a Jury. 
TheLetter-writer is Himſelf miſinformed, when He 
ſays that it is far otherwiſe; and He might have ſpa- 
red Himſelf the Trouble of that fine-ſpun Com- 


ment on the Genius of the Laus of England, as He 


terms it, which hath always watched with pecu- 
liar and diſtinguiſhing Marks of .Care and Favour 
over the royal Revenues ; for though it may be true, 


that it would be neither decent nor prudent for the 
Sovereign Power, where-ever it is lodged, to have its 
Attention taken off from the Concerns of the Publick, 
by perpetual Conteſts) and Embarraſſments with its 


0708. Subjects; That's, according to my former Ob- 


ſervation, when the Prince is conſidered in his pub- 


lick Capacity, as the Adminifirator of Government z 
yet I can ſee no Reaſon why He ſhould be exempt- 


ed, in his private Character, from the ſame * dila- 


tory and expenſive Methods, which are preſcribed by 


the Rules of Weſtminſter- Hall, in the ordinary Suits 


between Subject and Subject. 15 ; 
This Diſcrimination cannot be thought unreaſon- 


able, when it is conſidered that the Legiſlature 
itſelf thought fir, at the Revolution, to make the 


ſame Diſtinction between the publick Revenues of 


the Natios and the private Expences of the Prince, | 


by appropriating a particular Sum, under the Name 


of the civil Lift, which hath ſince heen very amply | 


* Courant, Nov. 25. 
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increaſed, for the Maintainance of the r _ thy. 
Hold, and the Support of the Honour and Dignity if 
be Grown. OO 57; TT 
| © I hayedwelt the longer upon this Head, becauſe the 
Letter-Mriter hath made it the Subject of e 
whole Papers, and talk'd of Prerogative in x 
much higher Strain than I think becomes a pood 
Engliſhman ſince that memorable Ara, when our 
| Liberties received a new Confirmation; but as 
Mr.“ Osborne hath thought fit to recommend the 
Growth of Prerogative to my Care, I ſhall take a 
proper Opportunity of examining that Affair, and 
ſerting it in as clear a Light as I am able. 
The. Letter-Writer charges me with being as 
much miftaken in my next Aſſertion; where 7 2 
that in all Diſputes between the Crown and the Sub- 
ject, in Caſes relating to the Cuſtoms, the Merits of 
the Cauſe are left to the Deciſion of the Law, ac- 
cording to ancient. Uſage, in the ordinary Courts of 
Juſtice. Nou it unfortunately . ef ays He, that 
the Fatt is quite otherwiſe; and to prove this, He 
| inſtances tbe Statute of the 6th Year of the late 
King, empowering Juſtices of the Peace to condemn 
run and unaccuſtom'd Goods in the ſame ſummary 
Way, without the Concurrence of a Jury, He then 
exults in the following Strain. Z could wiſh, in- 
deed, that unlucky Law had been repeal d, before the 
Gentleman had. engaged his Pen in the preſent Eu- 
quiry ; becauſe, if not the Conſtitution, yet at leaf 
all his fine, elaborate Arguments have been ſub- 
verted by it; and all the ingenious Objeftions, - that 
He hath raiſed agaiuſt Exciſes, will, whilſt that Act 
continues in Force, be equally ſtrong againſt Cuſtoms, 
and in ſome Reſpett or other affe every Branch of 
the publick Revenues. — Would not any Body na- 
turally conclude from hence that #his Af was a 
des the London Journal, Nov, 18, 173: . 
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Cuftom-bouſe Lau, and the Execution of it put un- 


der the Commiſſioners of that Office? Whereas it 
is an Exciſe e Law, in the ſtricteſt Senſe, and parti- 


acuwuly complain d of as ſuch in * one of my for- 


ner Papers. The Letter-Writer therefore might 
as well have mentioned the famous Tea-Act, or any 
other Exciſe Law as an Inſtance that the Cuſtoms 
are liable to the ſame Objections, which I have made 
againſt Zxciſes. But This is ſuch a palpable Eva- 
fron and Fallacy; (to give it the ar Name) as 
any fair Reafoner would ſcorn to make uſe of, and 
can be calculated with no other Deſigu than That 
of impoſing on Thoſe, who are unacquainted with 


ſuch Affairs, or may not give rhemſelves the Trouble 
of conſulting Acts of Parliament. 


Let the Reader therefore determine whether the 
Letter-FPriter had any Reaſon to triumph in ſuch 
an extraordinary Manner, as if he had clinch'd the 
Argument at once; or rather whether he ought 
not to be aſhamed of having Recourſe to fo 4 mean 
and ſcandalous an Expedient. 

Tam however glad to find it admitted by this 
Gentleman that a Tax, which, in our Conftitution, 


is nothing more than 4 woldntary Contribution of the 


People, to defray the Eapences of the Government, 


ought to be levied without any Circumſtances of Se- 
verity, or Rigour, — aud that the Crown, or 


Perſons employed. in the Collection of it, are ac- 
countable for every Shilling of it to the Repreſen- 


tatives of the People. ul 1 can by no means 
agree with Him zhut an Exciſe is the readieft, eafi- 


eſt and cheapeſt Method of collecting Taxes," as well 


for Thaſe bar are 10 pay, 4s Thoſe that arevo receive 


theſe Contributions; or that the People ougbi not to 


puzzle” themſebues avith idle and nſeleſs Enquiries, 
whether or no ib Method propoſed it Se ro 


9 See the Argon againſt pa 5. 4p. 
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the ancient Way of gathering the publick Revenues. 
It certainly behoves a free People to regard the 
ancient Ways, or Land- marts; and whatever this 


Mriier may think, it is far from being perfectiy in- 


different to the fair and er Trader, whether 
He pays Exciſes, or Cuſtoms; or whether He is 
under the Laws of one, or the other; for herein con- 


ſiſts the Difference to the Trader, conſidered only 
in that Capacity; and though /ome Perſons, who 
want to increaſe their Power, may defire to have 
it believed that an Exciſt will affect only a few 


little, tricking, clandeſtine Dealers; there are others, 


who can ſhew that it will eſtabliſh the iniquitous 


Traffick of ſuch Men, and be prejudicial only to 


the fair and generous Trader. 


It is acknowledged by us, and We have ta 155 
no ſmall Pains to prove it, that all Duties muſt 


ultimately fall upon the * Conſumer; and there - 
fore We argued that an Exciſe upon imported Com- 
modities, neceflary and convenient for Life, is 


really a Tax upon the whole People; but We obfery- 


ed, at the ſame Time, that it is not only a Badge 


f Slavery upon the Merchant and Trader, who 
think themſelves Engliſhmen and Freemen, as well 
as their Fellow- Subjects; but is likewiſe a Clog 


upon their Trade, and muſt neceſſarily reduce it, 


as well as the Revenues, by inhancing the Price of 


Commodities ſo exciſed. gp a 
It therefore betrays the great Ignorance, or ſome- 


thing worle, of the Letter-writer, both in the Theor 


and Practice of Trade, when He argues that becauſe 


the Weight of all Taxes centers at laſt upon the 
Conſumer, no Part of the Burthen can poſſibly fall 
upon the Dealer. It is reaſonable to believe, and 
We know it by Experience, that the Dealer always 
includes the Taxes, as well as other extraordinary 


* See the Argument againſt Exciſes, p, 55, 
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Charges occaſioned by Them, in the Price of his 
Commodities; and therefore the Conſumer, may be 
juſtly ſaid to pay them, in the laſt Reſort z but will 
this Gentleman pretend to aſſert that Taxes bring no 
Burthen, no Difficulty, or Loſs upon the Trader, 
by N Money immediately out of his Pocket, 
which He could otherwiſe employ to great Ad- 
vantage, and giving a Check to the Circulation of 
his Trade ? It is the Plenty, or Scarcity of any 
Commodity, in Proportion to its Vent and De- 
mand, which muſt always rule in theſe Caſes, and 
by which the Trader will make more or leſs Pro- 
fit in his Dealings. All Things, ſays Mr. Locke, 
that are bought and ſold, raiſe and fall their Price, 
8 as there are more Buyers, or Sellers. Yhere there 
t are a great many Sellers to a few Buyers, there, u/e 
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; what Art you will, the Thing tobe ſold willbe cheap. 
4 On the other Side, turn the Tables, and raiſe up a great 
oþ many Buyers for a few Sellers, and the fame Thin 

* will immediately grow dear The Truth of this 
ge Obſervation is demonſtrated by Experience in al- 
D moſt all our Duties upon Commodities in general, 
WB and fully expoſes theAbſurdity of the Lerter-wri- 
8 er's general Argument, that whatever temporary 
2 Incondenieney the Dealer may ſuſtain, either by the 
of Duty itſelf, or by the Method of collecting it, the 
Conſumer bears the Burthen of it all at laſt; and 
er that an Exciſe is ſo far from carrying that Terror and 
Y Air of Arbitrary Power aloyg with it, that on the 
le contrary it is, in a thouſand Inſtances, undeniably. 
ne true that the Trader reaps confiderablg e 
ll from it, and knows how to levy the Duty upon his 
ad Cuſtomers with much greater Severity than the Of- 
.X ficer levies it upon Him, and laughs in his Sleeve, no 
ry doubt, to find Himſelf mentioned, upon this Account, in 
Is Terms of ſo much Rity aud Commiſeration. 
77 is is. Reaſoning, 


This is a moſt extraordinary Way of ; 
and would equally ſeryc to July the e 
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Fay 
what manner collected; but whatever this Writer, 


or his Patron, may think, ſuch Methods of Pro! 


ceeding, by laying grievous Impoſitions on Trade, 


od 


have already deprived us of fome valuable Branches 


of it; They have been a great Diſcouragement to 
others; and, if purſued much farther, will be at- 
tended with ſuch a Diminution of our /mportations 
(the neceſſary Conſequence of leſſening our Expor- 
tations) as to occaſion not only a great Decreaſe of 
the publick Revenues, but Want of Employment for 


- conſiderable Numbers of our Traders, ' Manufac- 


tarers. and Artificers, as well as for our Ships and 
our Seamen. E 1 

If therefore it were really true that the Conſumer 
bore the whole Burthen of all Taxes laid upon 
Commodities, whether They are collected at the 
Exciſe-Office, or the Cuſtom-Houſe; yet ſurely his 


Eaſe and Benefit, in the Manner of paying Them, 
s not the only Point to be conſulted, without having 
any Regard to the Trader, though the Buyer may pay 


Him back every Farthing of the Money, which He 
originally disburſed for the Dfity, with 4 conſidera- 


ble Premium, as it is alledged, for prompt Payment. 


This ſeems to be a very odd Doctrine, in a trading 


the Mercantile Part of it. 


Nation, and muſt no doubt be highly agreeable to 


On the contrary, We lay it down as a Maxim, 
eternally true, that the greateſt Regard ought to 
be paid to Merchants, who are the Springs and Life 
of all our Foreign and Domeſtict Trade, by the 


Stocks they employ in it; and that all Diſcourage- 
ments, which are laid upon Them, are ſo many 
Diſcouragements to the Trade of the Nation in 


. LED ogg 
But even a total Converſionof the Cuſtoms into 
Exciſes, would be ſo far from being of any Fuſe 
er Benefit to the Conſumer, (ſuppoſing ts gr 


L211 
only is to be conſidered) that it would have a quite 
contrary Effect. It cannot be any Eaſe to the Con- 
ſumer, to lie under the Neceſſity of having a Per- 
nit for any Quantity of Goods, which He may 
have-Oceafion to buy at one Time, beyond the 
Quantity fixed by Act of Parliament; or to have 
his Houſe liable to the InſpeCtion of Exciſe Officers 
at all Hours, if He ſhould purchaſe more than 
ſuch Duantity. Nor can it be any Benefit, to pay 
dearer than otherwiſe for what He may conſume, 
and run the Hazard of having his Goods ſeized, 
if ſent without a Permit, or not delivered within 
the Time allowed by it. B 
I there are ſeveral unanſwerable Objections a- 
gainſt Exciſes, on other Accounts, (as undoubtedly 
there are) it can be no ſubſtantial Argument in 


Letter- writer aſſerts, that thoſe Revenues, which are un- 
der the Care of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, are un- 
der better Regulations, and are collected with much leſs 
expence than any other whatever; or that thewholeCharge 
of paying and maintaining this ſtanding Army of Excite 

cers, amounts to no more than barely Six-pence 


venues are not collected at leſs Expence than any 
other whatever, + The Land-Tax, for Inſtance, will 
produce more Money with leſs Charge of Collec- 
tion; and I have been informed, by Perfons con- 
verſant in theſe Affairs, that a Shilling in the Pound 


better ſecuring the Duties of Exciſe. However, it 


e * „ * 2 - = 3 aS 


the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, when his Aſ- 
ſertions, on this Head, ſhall appear confirmed by 
Facts laid before Thoſe; who have a Right to en- 
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their Favour, though it could be demonſtrated, as the 


in the Pound. But it is well known that theſe Re- 


will not anſwer all the Expences of collecting and 


will be Time enough for 4% iter to mop li- 
ment the Commiſſoners of that Office, at the Coſt of 


quire into the Charges of collecting and ſecuring 
| ee f 
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L have been pretty large in my Obſervations on 
this Paper, becauſe it contains the chief Subſtance of 
his Argument; which He hath only ſpun out in the 

ſucceeding ones, and endeavoured to enforce with 
wordy Comments, of little Weight, when duly 
conſidered. 5 8 | 

In his next Letter x, (to take them in Courſe) 
He complains of prevailing Prejudices and popular 
Opinions; and ſeems very uneaſy that I have ſecured 
the Atiention and obtained the Approbation of the Pub- 
lick, by falling is with this favourite Humour — I 
have taken ſome curſory Notice of theſe Complaints 

in F one of my former Papers, and ſhall only add 
that the publick Approbation of my Writings, upon 
this Subject, is a ſufficient Reaſon for a wiſe Man to 
give up a Scheme, which appears to be ſo diſagreeable 
to the Inclinations of the whole Kingdom. This 
will be the only Way to deprive Me of fo popular a 
Topict; and I wiſh to God that He may ſqon do it! 
— But I muſt put his Advocate in Mind, that He 
ſeems to be a little unhappy in his Compariſon, up- 
on this Occaſion ; for it is not the Craftsman, but tl 
a much mare potyerful Gentleman, who comes armed in 
Þrafs, like the great GoL1an, the Champion of 
he PHILISTINES, and bids Deſiauce to the Hoſt, 
of ISRAEL. £74. 


We are ready to admit, that human Miſdom bath, 
zever yet been able to frame one ſuch plain, fimple, ge- 
eral Syſtem of Laws, as i comprehend all Caſes, Cir- 
cumſtances and Occaſions, We likewiſe acknow- 
ledge, that thoſe illuſtrious Patriots, he make the 
moſt ſhining Figure in the Britiſh Annals for their 
great Abilities and unſhaken Integrity, have al- 
ways been the moſt forward to propoſe, and the moſt 
Zealous to ſupport the making Changes and Altera- 
tions in the Laws and Cuſtoms of their Country 

* Courant, Nov. 18, _ 3353 

I See the Argument, p. 39. 
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But with this Writer's Leave, the Changes and Al- 
trations, which thoſe Patriots have made, were of 
a different Nature from That, which He is con- 
tending for at preſent; They were calculated to 


ſecure the People from the Power and Influence of 


the Crown; not to give additional Power and In- 
fluence to it. They were Changes and Alte. 
rations, which They found neceſſary to preſerve 
the Conſtitution free and uncorrupt; not to put it in 
the Power of the Prince, or Miniſter, to ſubvert 
it, And though 7h;s Gentleman may be led by 


Intereſt to compare the Changes and Alterations, 


made by thoſe illuſtrious Patriots in former Times, 
with the Project now in Agitation; there are Few, 


I believe, ſo weak, as to approve the Compariſon, 
or to look upon 2 Gentlemen, whom He calls 
with a Snear the Patriots of our own Times, as a 
deſperate. Set of Conſpirators, who are engaged in 
a Deſign of zearing up the Conſtitution by the Roots, 


and ſubverting the whole Order of Things; becauſe 
they have endeavoured to redreſs ſeveral Grievances, 
and to reform ſome Abuſes, which have crept into 
the Frame of our Government. . 


If This ſhould appear to be the Caſe, they have- 


done their Duty; and the Nation, whoſe Intereſt 
they have conſulted, will acknowledge their Ser- 
vices; notwithſtanding the ſlanderous Impurati- 
ons, which the Letter-Writer and his Afſociates 


may endeavour to fix upon them. When Projects 
are concerted and openly avow'd, for loading the 


People with newExciſes, it is high Time for Them to 


tate Fire, and endeavour to defeat them. I don't 


know whom this Gentleman may mean by Thoſe, 


whoſe Duty it is to offer ſuch Propoſals to the Par- 
liament. 1 hope nobody will think it his Duty 


to do it; or, at leaſt, that the Parliament will 
think it their Duty to reject it. But if He means 
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the Miniſters, I muſt beg Leave to put Him in 
Mind that thoſe Gentlemen have no ' particular 
Privileges, or Functions, in the Houſe of Common, 
They may adviſe his Majeſty to recommend an 
Thing, which They judge for the publick Ser. 
vice, to the Conſideration of Parliament; and, if 
'They are Members, may endeavour to fupport it 
by Speaking and Voting; but They have no Pre- 
eminence there above other Gentlemen; nor ought 
their Recommendation to be deem'd; in any Man- 
ner, authoritative. They are to be conſider: 
ed only, in that Place, as Perſons repreſenting 
ſome particular Body of the People; and, in 
Conjunction with other Members, making Laws 
for the Good of the whole Kingdom. — 
This is the only Light, in which the Servants of 
the Crown ought to be looked upon in that Aſen- 
Gly; and though ſome Gentlemen may be more im- 
mediately concerned than others, that Supplies be 
granted, and Funds raiſed to anſwer them; 
They move both the one and the other, as Members 
of Parliament, not as Miniſters; for though We 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe that They often weigh ſuch 
Points in their own Minds, before They move 
Them in the Houſe; yet I believe the Parliament 
will not allow any Man to tell Them that He hath 
ſettled the manner of raiſing the Supplies in his own 
Cloſet, and therefore it requires no farther Conji- 
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deration — But to proceed. ee 
If it is irue that the Laws of Exciſe lay the Tra 
| der under greater Hardſhips and Difficulties than Thuſe; 
4 | relating to the Cuſtoms; that They carry more Ter. 
1 ror, and are executed with more Rigour; I think, in 
EY ſuch a Cafe, the Traders ought not to be ſubject⸗ 
i ed to them; though the Savings to the Publicky 
J in the Expence of collecting the Revenue, ſhould 
be as conſiderable, as the Letter-Meritor would vo 
| 1 eee lingly 
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ingly have us believe; for though He is pleaſed 
to call Them a few particular Perſons, They are 


certainly the moſt conſiderable Body of Men in the 
ole Kingdom; and therefore ought not to be 
oppreſſed, or diſtinguiſhed with Badges of Slavery, 


in this Manner. As to his other Arguments about 
the general Benefits, which will accrue to the Na- 
tion from this Scheme, They are ſo contrary to Rea- 


ſon, Experience and Demonſtration, that They 
delerye no Anſ wer 3 es 

In the Concluſion of this Paper, the Gentle. 
man recurs to his former Topick of Prerogative, 
and-acquaints us once more that there are' other 


Caſes between the Crown and the Subject, beſides 
thoſe of Exciſes, where the latter hath not the 


Privilege of being tried by a Jury. I have ſaid 
enough upon this Head already; but the Gentleman 
having been at the Trouble of conſulting his Law- 
Boobs, and rummaging up an old Statute, which 
He ſeems to think very much to the Purpoſe ; it may 
be thought unfair, perhaps, to let it paſs intirely 


without Obſervation. * He tells us, that by the Sta- 


tute of 33 Hen. 8. cap. 39, every Bond made to the 
King is in the Nature of a Statute Staple. Now 4 


Statute Staple, /ays He, is an Inſtrument, or Aſſu- 


rance in Law, by vertue of which the Creditor 
may immediately have Execution againſt the Body, 


Lands and Goods of the Debtor, upon Non-payment, 


without being obliged to go through the ordinary Pro- 
ceſſes of the Law; or to ſubmit his Cauſe to the 

Determination of a Jury — But, what is all This to 
the preſent Purpoſe? A Statute. Staple is of the 
ſame Nature with what is commonly called a Bond 
and Judgment; by which We all know that a pri- 


vate Creditor, as well as the Crown, may proceed 


immediately to Execution; ahd if the Debtor thinks 
fit to preclude Himſelf from a legal Trial, by con- 
Filth . Feeling 
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ferved before, or proved by a proper 


261 
Feſſing Judgment it is his own Alt and He cannot 
blame the Law for itz but how can This be com- 


pared to the Caſe of Exciſes, where the Trager is 


deprived of this Privilege by Compulſion, and 
without any voluntary Deed from Himſelf? 

The Letter-writer tells us farther, that what Me call 
4 dangerous Innovation 7s as old as the Britiſh Mo- 
narchy {elf ; for by the common Law the King's 


| Pebtor, or Accomprant, was never intitled to the 


Privilege of à Trial by a Jury; but his Body, Lands 
and Goods might, at the firft Inſtance, be ſwept away by 
an Execution, at the Suit of the Crown, 

As I formerly dedicated fome Part of my Time 
to the Study of the Law, and have long had the 
Honour to be a Bencher of Gray Inn, I could not 
be ignorant that the Crown, in ancient Times, was 


indulged with great Advantages over every Man, 


who was indebted to it. I have already pointed out 
the Reaſons, which induced our Anceſtors to grant 
theſe Indulgences, or Prerogatives, to the Crowns 


yet, even in thoſe Cafes, I apprehend that the Debt 


muſt be either acknowledged by Bond, as I ob- 
Tuguifition 3 
that is, a Jury. Bur ſuppoſing that I put the Cafe 


a a little too general, (which I cannot yet fee any 


Reaſon to admit) and that there are till ſome old 
Remnants of Prerogative, which deprive the Sud- 
Ject of this Right in particular Caſes, relating to the 
Crom; how can That affect the Matter in De- 
bate ? It cannot be denied, I am ſure, that in the 


Laws of Cuſtoms, properly ſo called, this Right of 


Engliſbmen hath been always preſerved z and there- 
fore the Traders act a very wiſe Part, in endeavour- 
ing to preſerve Themſelves from the Power of 


 avother Set of Laus, by which it will be taken a. 


Way. | 


"The 


PP 

The Semleman proceeds, in his next Paper, to 
the Conſideration whether Euciſes are attended 
with ſuch Hardſhips on the Dealers as I have re- 
preſented z and begins with miſtating the Sub- 
{tance of my Argument in both the Articles, 
which He undertakes to conſider z for We find 
Him ſumming it up in theſe Words; that all De- 


 linquents are tobe tried by Commiſſioners, appointed 


by the Crown, i MUST or, CONSEQUENCE 


be very partial and ſevere in all Cauſes, that They are 


to fit in Judgment upon, in favour of the Revenue 3 
and that no Man is admitted to have a full Power 


over his own Goods, *'Y1iL, HE HATH PAID 


THE DuTY For THEM. 


This, I fay, is a direct Mifrepreſentation of the 


State of my Argument, on both Heads — I ſhall 


begin with that Part, which relates to the Cam- 


miſſioners. 
And here it muſt be obferved, tha it was the 


extraordinary, unlimited Power, granted to the Com- 
miſſioners, rather than the Exerciſe of it, which 1 


made the Subject of my Complaint. I ſaid, indeed, 


that Mie cannot be ſurprized if Perſons, inveſted with 


ſuch a Power, under firitt Injunttions to male the 


Improvement of the Revenue their conſtant Study, 


and dependant on the Pleaſure of the Crown for the 


Continuance of their Places, ſhould many Times act 
as if They thought it their Duty to be ſevere ; becauſe the 
more Fines They lay upon the Subject, the more Mo- 


ney They bring into the ” King *s Cofters nor that bad 


Men may be tempted to — This the Tenure, by 


which they bold their Places. This is the Subſtance 


of my Complaint, on the fir ft Article; and 1 ſtill 


think it founded on irrefragable Arguments; but does 


This amount to ſayings hat they mus T Or Con- 


SEQUENCE be very partial and fovere in ALL 


Cavsss, that they fot in 7 upon in Favour 
1 * Revenue 1 15 — ak fy * 


Caſe 
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Cauſe, which ſtands in need of ſuch partial and 
ſcandalous Repreſentations of an Adverſary's Ar- 


ment. | 


Indeed, the Letter-writer tells us that this Part 
of the Objeftion againſt Exciſes is founded on my own 
Suppoſition, without even attempting to produce the 
| leaſt Evidence of the Rigour and Injuſtice I complain 


of, to ſupport this unfair and groundleſs Aſſertion. 
e then goes on, for a Page or two together, 


in his old exulting Strain; which is ſo very remark- 


able, that a Quotation of ſome Part of it will be 
neceſſary for the better Illuſtration of my Argu- 
ment, and I dare ſay will prove an agreeable Diver · 


| fon to the Reader. 


I fancy, ſays He, every Body will agree with 
%“ Me in This, however They may differ with me in 
ce other Parts of this Diſpute; that the Gentleman, 

who underſtands ſo well to inforce and throw 

the moſt trivial and ſlighteſt Circumſtances, which 
make for his Argument, in the ſtrongeſt Light, 
would not have omitted mentioning, as He hath 
done, ſo much as one ſingle Inſtance, wherein the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe have been guilty of the 
e leaſt Partiality, in Prejudice of the Subject 


Fact amongſt all thoſe various Controverſies, 


£ vhich every Day ariſe, andare brought in Judgment 


before thoſe Gentlemen, to ground ſuch a Com- 


ce 


“ Caſes, is ſo extremely diligent and induſtrious 


to Sift out every littlèe Error, or Miſtate, which 
“He imagines hath been committed in any Branch 
% of the Adminiſtration, and applauds Himſelf ſo 

e marvelouſly on the Diſcovery—. I will make no 


Reflegs 


It oughr therefore to be concluded, by every 
* reaſonable Man, that there cannot be found one 


plaint upon; becauſe, if ſuch a Thing had ever 
“ happened, it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe that He 
_ © ſhould not uſe his utmoſt Care and Application 

* to inform Himſelf fully of it; who, in all other 
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hoe 


ow & 2 GO 


C1 
Py 


. 
Reflections upon the Diſingenuity of a Meiter, 
& who pretends to have nothing but the publick 
“Good in view; and who yet can fit down, and 
« wilfully, and conſiderately, and without even 
« ſo much as common Report to juſtify Him in it, en- 
« deavour to throw an Odium upon a great Num- 
« ber of Gentlemen of Fortune and Diſtinction, as 


« ſuch abject Tools of Power, as to be capable of 


doing the moſt flagrant Acts of Injuſtice. 
This Gentleman is always apt to ſound: a Victory, 


before He hath got any ſhare of the Field; as it 


moſt unluckily happens at preſent; for can my 
Silence, on this Head, or not producing any parti- 
cular Inſtance of Hardſhips, to ſupport my Com- 
plaint, be thought a concluſive Argument, that there 


is really no ſuch Caſe in Being, notwithſtanding his 


ſhreud Remarks on my great Induſtry and Applica- 
tion, in other Caſes? I confined my ſelf, in that 
Paper, to general Topicks; and reaſon'd upon the 


Danger of extending /uch a Power any farther, as 


inconſiſtent with the Nature of our Conſtitution ; 
which I think evident beyond all Diſpute; for 


ſuppoſing that it was never yet applied to any bad 


Uſe ; can We promiſe ourſelves, with any Aſſurance, 


that it never will; or be pleaſed to ſee ſuch a Rod 


always hanging over our. Heads? I wiſh zhis Gen- 


tleman would be pleaſed to remember the Expreſ- 


ſion of his Patron, on a certain memorable Occa- 
ſion, relating to the ARMY; viz. He, that gives 


the Po WE ROH BLoop, gives BLooD; which 
think may be juſtly applied to other Caſes of Severity, 
beſides Life and Death. For this Reaſon, I content- 
ed myſelf with arguing upon general Principles, and 


thought fit to decline the invidious Task of enter- 


ing into Particulars; but fince the Letter-Writer 
hath been pleaſed to inſiſt ſo much upon this Head, 


and to ſtrain a Point of Tenderne/s and Candour in- 


to a Proof of Diſingenuity and deliberate Calumny, 


againſt 
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againſt the Conviction of my own Mind; I am 
obliged in Honour to juſtify my ſelf; and if what 
I am going to produce, for that Purpoſe, ſhould 
happen to prove diſagreeable to the Gentlemen of the 
Exciſe, they muſt thank their Advocate for it, who 
hath made it neceſſary to my own indication 

The Letter-Writer therefore muſt give me Leave 
to ask Him, whether He never ſaw, or heard of 
a certain Treatiſe, intitled, Remarks on the horrible 
 Oppreſſions, Inſolences, and unjuſtifiable- Partialities 
F the COMMISSIONERS OF EXCISE; with 
ſome hiſtorical Collections of Matter of Fatt, 
If He ſhould be an utter Stranger to his Tra, 
(as He ſeems to be, by his manner of Reaſoning) 
I muſt acquaint Him, that it was printed 
in the Year 1706, and ſuppoſed to be written by 
the Direction, at leaſt, of that worthy Magiſtrate, 
JohN FULL R, Eſq; one of the late Sheriff. 
Far this County. 1 „ 
It contains, according to its Title, ſeveral griev. 
ous Charges of Partiality, Inſolence and Oppreſſion, 
againſt the Commiſſioners at that Time, in the Exe- 
cution of their Office; particularly with Relation 
to the ſaid Mr. Fuller and Mr. Mackley, two emi- 
nent Diſtillers; who, having been very active in 
ſolliciting and obtaining ſome Parliamentary Re- 
gulations of the Exciſe, in oppoſition to the Com. 
mi ſſoners, though for the Benefit of the Revenue, 
were violently proſecuted, upon falſe Accuſations, 
(as it is alledged) by the ſaid Commiſſioners. 

The particular Circumftances of both #heir 
_ Caſes are related with ſuch Aſperity of Expreſſion, 
in the Book now before me, that I chuſe to o- 
mit them; and ſhall only obſerve that Mr. Fuller's 
Daughter, whoſe Goods had been diſtrained upon 
an Information, recovered Damages and Coſts of 


_ Suits from the Qſſicers employed in-y 


£33 1 


Mr. Mackley, being charged with corruptins as 
Office, was honourably acquirted at the Old Baily z 
where He was try'd upon an Indictment, by Way 
of Ignominy; not being allow'd to remove the 
Cauſe, - by certiorari, to a ſuperior Court; though 
He requeſted it of the Commiſſioners, in a very 
humble Manner. e 88 
The ſame Charge of Partiality, Inſolence and 
Oppreſſion, in the Conduct of thoſe Officers, is ſup- 
ported by ſeveral other Inſtances, at the End of this 
Boot; which 1 ſhall likewiſe ſubjoin, by Way of 
* Appendix to theſe Papers, for the Information 
and Curioſity of the Publick. I cannot, in- 


deed, take upon my ſelf to vouch for the Truth 


of the Cafes, as They are here ſtated ; but I pub- 
liſh Them, as I find Them; and They will ſerve, 


at leaſt, to deſtroy the Letter-Mriter's Charge againſt 


me, of endeavouring to throw an Odium upon Gen- 
tlemen of Fortune and Diſtinction, 2without even fo 
much as COM MON REPORT to jultify me in it. 


I am informed, by Letter, of another Caſe, 
which deſerves mentioning, The Commiſſioners of 


Exciſe entered Judgment againſt William Green 
Eſq; an eminent Brewer, long ſince dead; but up- 
on Notice that He deſigned to petition the Houſe 
of Commous againſt Them, They reverſed the Judg- 
ment, by writing under it erroneous, However, 


Mr. Green petitioned 3 upon which Occaſion, as 


I am informed, that remarkable Clauſe was inſert- 
ed in an Act, for difabling the Commiſſioners of 
Exciſe from fitting in the Houſe of Commons, and 
mflicting a ſoyeve Pi 


in cafe They ſhonld endeavour to influence Voters, 
in Elkctions for Members of Parliament.  _T. 
As to the Commiſſioners being Gentlemen of 
Fortune and Diſtinction, it is. quite foreign to the 

der the Appendix, Nw 
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1 
Purpoſe; for no Man ought to be truſted with ar. 
bitrary Power; not even the King Himſelf; not 
does our Conſtitution inveſt Him with it. Shall a 
Subject therefore, a ſubordinate Miniſter, of what- 
ever Fortune or Diſtinction He may be, enjoy x 
greater Plenitude of Power than Majeſty it ſelf, 
eſpecially, when We conſider that the Duty of 2 
precarious Office may induce Him to act contrary 
to his natural Inclinations? lt is too much like the 
Caſe of the Frogs in the Fable, when Fupiter 
placed a Stork to rule over them; but We- ought 
to remember that This was done for their Puniſh. 
ment, not their Protection. „ 
I do not apply This to the preſent Commiſſioners ; 
and am far from intending to accuſe Them of any 
ſuch Oppreſſions, Inſolences, or Partialities, as 
were laid to the Charge of their Predeceſ- 
ſors. On the contrary, I am willing to believe 
Them, in general, as worthy Gentlemen as 
ever filled hat Board; and one of Them having 
formerly been a Trader Himſelf, though now ad- 
vanced to ſuch a Poſt of Diſtinction; Thoſe, whom 
He hath left behind Him in Buſineſs, may 
depend upon-all the Indulgenceand Lenity, which 
the Duty of his Office will admit; for I muſt re- 
peat my Apprehenſions, in this Place, that zheſe 
Gentlemen are not at Liberty to, conſtrue Things in 
the moſt favourable Senſe, as it is the Duty of other 
Judges to do, in criminal Caſes; but are obliged, 
even by the Oath They take, to turn the Balance, 
in all doubtful Points, on the Side of the Revenue. 
| _ GiveMe leave to mention only one Ca/e, which 
is ſtill freſh in our Memories; I mean the famous 
Por Acr by which all Hictuallers, [nn-bolders, and 
Retailers of Beer, or Ale, were obliged to pay a 
certain yearly Sum, to be fixed at the Diſcretion-of 
the Commiſſiopers of Exciſe, for a Licenſe to ſell * 
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proved by the 


3 


ere an eminent Vintner in St. Pan!'s 


Church Yard, was ſummoned before the Commiſſio- 


ners, upon this AF; being accuſed of having 


made a Bill, in which He charged Bread; from 
whence it was concluded that He did not give his 


ſmall Beer away; though J am told it was not ſpe- 
city'd under any particular Article; which being 
debe of an Informer, He was 


convicted, and forꝰ d to take out a Licence; as all 


Perſons of the ſame Profeſſion have been likewiſe 


obliged to do ſince. 
It was the general Opinion, at that Time, that 


none but Victuallers, Inn-keepers and Retailers of 


7 


Beer were deſignd by the Legiſlature to be in- 
cluded in this Ad; and as They are neither par- 


ticularly mention'd in it, nor could poſſibly receive 


any Benefit by it ; I muſt leave the World to judge 
whether the lame Interpretation would have been 


put upon it, by a Fury in Meſiminſter- Hall. 


I have like wiſe received many Letters from 
Perſons of different Trades (ſuch as Brewers, Di- 


Aillers, Starch- makers, Tallow- Chandlers, &c.) 
complaining of great Hardſhips and Severities in 


the Management of their Buſineſs, by the Laws of 
Exciſe ; but as They do not immediately affect the 
preſent Point, concerning the farther Extenſion of 


_ theſe Laws, it may be thought needleſs to troubie 
the Reader with any of their particular Caſes. I 
ſhall only obſerve that all, or moſt of theſe Accounts 
were occafion'd, as my Correſpondents inform me, 


by the Letter-writer's Aſſertion, that not one Ex- 


ample can be produced of any ſuch Hardſhips, and 


. 


that the Commiſſioners are, and have always been, 


1 e to the Trader than the Crown. 
To 


— 


— 


heſe I may add the late publick Declarati- 
ons of the principal Druggiſis and Grocers in this 
City; ſetting forth their great Hardſhips and Suf- 
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ferings by the Laws of Exciſe; which have alrea- 
dy induced ſome of Them to leave off their Trade, 
and will oblige others to do the ſame, if They 
thould be farther extended. ME gen 
And here I muft obſerve that the Letter-writer 
had the conſurnmate Aſſurance to aſſert, that the 
ſevereſt and mot obnoxious Clauſes in the Exciſe- 
Act upon Tea, &c. were adviſed by the principal 
Druggiſts in Town, who were conſulted upon that 
Occaſion. This is fo ſhameleſs a Fallity and ſuch 
an Inſult on the common Underftandings, as well 
as the Misfortunes of thoſe Gentlemen, that They 
have thought fit to undeceive the World, and 
purge "Themſelves, in the ſtrongeſt Manner, from 
ſuch an Imputation, by a publick Certificate in all 
the News-Papers; which the Reader may like- 
Wie find in the * x 8 
Let the World therefore judge whether Fact 
and FxPERTENCE are not the Letter-writer's 004 
and conſtaut Enemies, rather than mine. 


AFA oe oe eee ²]˙ mu˙̃·˙⁵wñ;̃ ͤ UA. od ee 


I do not lay any of theſe Hardſhips, as I obſer- 
ved before, to the Charge of the preſent Commiſſe- 
oners, who are obliged to execute the Laus, as 
They find Them. It is the Power it ſelf, of which 
We complain, to whomſoever it may be delegated ; 
and therefore nothing can be more ridiculous than 
the Letter-writer's Reaſonings, in Favour of. ſuch 
4 Power, from the perſonal Characters, or Cireum- 
= ſtances of the Gentlemen in that Commiſſion. He 


ay bel # repel Hh fanned 


might as well haye argued that the Laws of Ex- 
ciſe do not deprive us of the antient Method of 
= Fial, eſtabliſh's by Magna Charta, becauſe the 

| Commiſſioners hold their Court in the Ord Jug x. 
In the remaining Part of this Paper, the Gen- 
tleman undertakes: to ſhew the Preference of Ex- 
ciſe Laws, when compared to Thoſe of GONG 
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| * See the Appendix, Numb. 2. 
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from ſeveral conſiderable Circumſtances, in Favour 
of the former. aa MAR. 
One is taken from the dilatory and expenſive 
Forms of Procceding in the Courts of Weflminftere 
Hall ; which He calls an inſupportable Grievance 
to the Fubject. I am afraid there is too much Rea- 
{on for this heavy Cenſure on the modern Practice 

; of the Law; but I hope We do not yet ſtand in 

* need of ſo deſperate a Remedy as the ſummary 

Proceſs of the Exciſe Laus; which I apprehend 
to be infinitely worſe than the Diſeaſe it ſelf. Be- 
ſides, this Grievance is common to all Caſes of 
Property, as well as the Revenue ; and therefore his 
Argument will hold equally ſtrong for putting the 
Execution of all our Laws into the ſame compen- 

dious Method. Nay, it will ſerve to juſtify the 
Proceedings of a Star-Chamber, an Inqui/tion, or 
any other arbitrary Court wWhatſoe ver. 

| Another Circumſtance, alledged by this Writer, in 

7 Favour of Exciſes, is the Power, repos'd in the 

; _ Commiſſioners, to mitigate the Severity of the Law, 

5 by remitting the Penalties of it, either in whole, or 
in Part, as They think fit, after Conviction; and 
This, ſays He, the Barons q the Exchequer are not 
authorized to do. Now, if This is any Grievance 
to the Subject, in Weſtminſter- Hall, how caſily 
might it be remedyed, without an Exciſe, by only 
giving the Barons of the Exchequer the ſam? Pows 

2 er ? But, in my Apprehenſion, This is ſo far from 

e being an Argument, in Favour of Exciſe Laws, 

E that it is one of the moſt material Objections againſt 

pf Them; as it puts it in the Power of the Conmmiſ> 

1e /roners to favour ſome Men, and oppreſs or hers, juſt 

6 as They may happen to be ſway'd by F riendſbip, 5 

or Hatred; by Self-i ntereſt, Party- Prejudice, the 9 

ſecret Influence of a Miuiſter, or an other bad 

Motives, —— There have been many omplaints of 


his Kind; and I will appeal to every unpartial 
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Man, whether ſuch a diſcretionary Power may not 


be ſuppoſed to have ſome Influence over Elec- 
tions © . 


We have been often told that Fuſtices of Peace 


have the ſame Power in the Country, which the 


Commiſſioners have in London. This is partly true, 


and partly not ſo; for the Ofice may ſend Sub. 
Commiſſioners into the Country, if They pleaſe ; 


and '] hey would certainly do it, if the Service of 


the Revenue required it. The Fuftices, indeed, do 
the Buſineſs for Them at preſent; and, I ſuppoſe, 
to Satisfaction; but even this Power is not in Fa- 


vour of the Subject ; for Fuflices of the Peace 


are nominated by the Crown, and removeable at 


Pleaſure, like the Commiſſioners of ” Exciſe. Beſides, 
the Officers, being the Complainants in all ſuch Ca- 


ſes, may chuſe their Fuftices; and God knows 
there is a material Difference between Them in moſt 
Counties, as well as in Middleſex. If theſe Ma- 
giftrates, indeed, were choſen by the People, as 
They were formerly, there would be ſome Force 


in the Argument; but as the Caſe ſtands at pre- 
ſent, it is no more to the Purpoſe than any of the 


1 | | 1 ESE 
I be greateſt Part of the * next Paper is another 
groſs Evaſion of the Argument; for He ſuppoſes 


me to complain of not having our Goods at our 


own Diſpoſal 1 1. L We have paid the Duty; 
whereas the Argument is, as plain as Words can 
make it, that We have not a Power over our own 
Goods, even AFTER the Duty is paid +. Such a 
poor Piece of Sophiſtry deſerves no other Notice 
than barely pointing it out to common Obſervation. 
But it may not be amiſs to examine ſome particular 
Paſſages in it, relating to the Traders, * 
75 | he 
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* Courant, Dec. 2. + Ses the Argument, 9. 17. 


The Gentleman is pleas d to ask, whether the 
| Laws of Exciſe Jay the Trader under greater Hard- 
ſhips, in this Reſpect, than the Laws of the Cu- 
ſtoms? To which He gives Himſelf this Anſwer 
certainly They do not; and, to ſupport his Aſſertion, 
He gives us an Extract from the famous Tea- AF, 
ſo often mentioned; by which He would have it 
concluded that the Officers of - Exciſe are not im- 
powered, by that Ad, to enter Houſes, and carry, 
away any Goods They may find, ſuppoſed- not to 
have paid the Duty, without a ſpecial Warrant from 
the Commiſſioners, or ſome Fuſtice of Peace; where- 
as, if He had thought fit to have recited the pre- 
ceding Clauſe of the ſame AF, it would have ap- 
peared tbat the Officers of the INLAND DuTies' 
(as They are there ſtiled) are impowered from Time: 
to Time, in the Day-Time, to enter all Warehouſes, 
&c. and if refuſed Entrance, or otherwiſe obftrufed, 
in executing the Powers and Authorities of this Act, 
the Forfeiture is no leſs than 100 I. for every Offence. 
When the Letter-writer hath garbled the Statute 
to his Purpoſe, in this Manner, He ſeems to think 
Himſelf ſure of the Day again, and cries out in 
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| Triumph; let us now ſee Whether the Laws, rela- | 
r ting to the Cus rous, are more tender, or favourable i 
8 to the Merchant, or Trader, than Thoſe, relating to q; 
r the Excts E; and to prove that They are not, He | 


3 quotes a Clauſe of an Act, 12 Car. 2. Cap. 19. but 
n in the Recital of it, according to his Cuſtom of 

n Quotation, changes the Word uus r for May, leaves 
a 
© 


a4 - 
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out the Word onLy, and omits any Mention of a 
Clauſe in the ſaid Act, by which Cos 1s and Da- 
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I. Nac Es are allowed, if the Information prove falſe. _ | 
r * This being the Fact, our Author's Arguments, | 
; to ſhew that the Laws of the Cuſtoms are equally 
0 grievous to the Trader as the Laws of Exciſe, mult. | 


2 tall to the Ground. 
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I have examined the Laws of the Cuſtoms, as 
well as Thoſe of Exciſe, and given the Preference 
to the former, as I found ſufficient Reaſon; for 
let the Forfeitures, on a Breach of Them, be never 
1o great; They are far ſhort of the Penalties, an- 
nexed to the other; and if any Goods are ſeiz d, 
under Pretence that the Duty hath not been paid, 
though the Onus probandi generally lies on the Ow- 
ner, yet He is try'd by a Fury, ancl not by Crown- 
Officers. POWs cog ob, 
But the Gentleman inſiſts upon it ſtill that theſe 
Laws are abundantly more rigorous, in a Multitude 
of Inftances, than the Laws of Exciſe We mutt 
therefore attend Him a little farther. 
The three Clauſes, which He cites, (the firſt 
from the Act of the 12th of Charles IT. Cap. 19. 
and the two other from that of the 13th and 14th 
of the ſame King cap. XI.) are not to the Point; 
fince They give the Officer no Power over an 
Man's Goods, after the Duties are paid, which is 
the Thing I. aſſerted; and it is very extraordinary 
to find Him quoting another Clauſe in the Jaff AF, 
and bringing it as a Proof that cuſtomable Commo- 
dities cannot be moved without a Permit, any more 
than exciſcable ones; whereas this Clauſe was cal- 
culated for a quite different End ; for when that 
A was made, all Goods exported paid Duty, and 
the Warrant, or Sufferance, was only for carrying 
them by Sea from one Port to another. This Clanſe 
therefore was defign'd, when the Ac was firſt 
made, to ſerve another Purpoſe, as it does now; u 
That is, to prove at the Port, to which the Goods 1 
were carried, that They had paid Cuſtom at the n 
Port, from whence They came; but if theſe Goods ; 
| 
| 


had been, or were to have been ſent by Land from 
one Place to another, no ſuch Warrant, or Saffe- 
rauce was required, or neceſſary. 3 


The 


v&F 


The Gentleman ſeems to be very much preſs'd 
for Arguments, when He produces another Clauſe 
of the ſaid Act, of the 13th ,and 14th of Charles 
the IId, to prove that by the Laws of Cuſtoms, as 
well as by the Laws of Exciſe, Offenders are puniſh- 
ed in a ſunmary Way, without a Tryal by a fury; 
tor let us conſider the Nature of this Clauſe. It is 
a Clauſe to ſecure the Duties of Cuſtoms, by pre- 
venting the Landing of Goods, BETORE the Du- 
ties are paid, and declaring that no Goods, upon 
which any Cuſtoms are due, ſhall be brought on 
Shore, or carryed on board any Ship outward-bound, 
without a Warrant, or in the Preſence of an Offi- 
cer, under the Penalty of 100 l. ts the Maſter, or 
Purſer of the ſaid Ship, and the Wharfinger, where 
the Goods are landed ; and farther declaring that 
if any Carman, Porter, Waterman, or other Perſon 


ſo offending, being apprehended by the Warrant of 


any Juſtice of the Town, City, or Borough, where 
the Fai is committed, {the ſame being proved by 
Evidence of two Witneſſes on Oath) fball be ſent 
to Gaol, until He or They find Security for their 
good Behaviour, &c. and if They offend a ſecond 
Time, to be committed to Priſon for two Months, 


and to forfeit 5 l. tothe Uſe of his Majeſtly.—— Is 
This any Parallel to the Method of - ORE the 


Trader, in a ſummary Way, at the Diſcretion of 
the Commiſſioners © 5 
I never faid that the Cuſom-houſe Laws were 
unexceptionable, or in no reſpect hard upon Trade. 
J have often acknowledg'd the contrary ; though 


much leſs ſevere than the Laws of Exciſe ; but if 


there are ſome few Inſtances, where the former 


come up, in any Degree, to the Severity of the 


latter, it can be of no Weight againſt our gene- 
ral Argument, but only proves how ſtrictly the 
10. Trader is tether d down both by one and oy 
other, 1 0 I 
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If this Project is ſo much for the Intereſt. of 
Commerce (as the Letter-writer. informs us) that 
nobody could reaſonably wiſh for, nor human Wiſdom 


form a Scheme, more for the Eaſe and Advantage of 


the fair Trader; why is it not made publick, for 
the Satisfaction of the Merchants, and tocaſe Them 
of thoſe dreadful Apprehenſions, which They con- 
ceive from it at preſent ? For it is manifeſtly their 
Opinion that any new Exciſes, or any farther Ex- 
tenſion of Exciſe Laws, under any Name or Pre- 
tence whatſoever, will be not only prejudicial to the 
Trade, Manufactures and Navigation, but dange- 
rous to the Liberties of the whole Kingdom. 
The Preamble to the Ordinance of Parliament, for 
continuing the Exciſe, during our civil Wars, is as 
little to the Purpoſe as any of his other Arguments; 
for though I am ready to admit that there were as 
many glorious Aſſertors of Liberty in that Parliament, 
as perhaps ever met in a popular Aſſembly; yet 
it is evident that nothing but the atmo? Neceſſit) 


could have induced Them to take ſuch a Method 


of raiſmg Money. This, I think, appears very 

plain from the Remonſtrance of Parliament in the 

Sour 1626; which not oy condemns the King's 
C 


Commiſſion as illegal, becauſe without the Conſent of 


the People, but ſhews their Diſlike to the Method of 


Taxation itſelf. It is likewife evident from the 
Diſturbances in London, as I obſerved before, that 
an Exciſe was extremely diſguſtful to the People; 
though rais'd for the Support of a Cauſe, to which 
They were generally inclined ; and even the Par- 
liament it ſelf ſeem'd, at leaſt tacitly, to condemn 
ſuch Taxes, by diſcontinuing them, as ſoon as the 
War was over. Neceſſity therefore having driven 
Them into this Method, it is not at all wonderful 
that They ſhould endeavour to gloſs it over with 

plauſible 


c 


_ ciſed, not only in London and Southwark, but like- 


(41) 


plauſible Colours, in the Preamble to their Ordis 
nance, eftabliſh'd for that Purpoſ _ 

I have now conſider d all the material Objecti- 
ons, which the Letter-writer hath made to our ge- 
eral Argument againſt Exciſes ; for his ſucceeding 
Papers contain nothing elſe than Repetitions of the 
ſame Things, or little Cavils, of fo trifling a Na- 
ture, that I ſhall be very ſhort in ny Remarks ups 
on X „ : ph 
Ne tells us; * that à very illuſtrious Writer, 0 
the laſt Age, hath obſerved that a Tax ought never 
to be thought a Burthen upon any Body but the 
Conſumer ; for the Trader veaps a Benefit by it.— 
Whoever this 5/Juſtrious Gentleman might be, I dare 
ſay He did not recommend the Collection of Taxes 
by Exciſe Laws; which is the Point in Diſpute z 
but if He did, it is plain that He had as little Re- 
gard for Liberty, as Knowledge of Trade, which 


depends upon it. 


He is pleaſed to imagine, that if an Attempt 
ſhould be made, the next n” of Parliament, ta 
convert ſome Part of our Cuſtoms into Exciſes, there 
would be few CONSIDERABLE MERCHANTS, o 
Dealers, that would think it for . their Advantage 
to "ppeſe it. And, in another Paper, He tells 
us, that He is inſormd the MOST CONSIDERABLE | 
Tzxaprss in England would be glad that ſach a 
Scheme would take Effect. I with the Gentle- 
man had acquainted us from whom He received 
this Information; or where this mot conſiderable 
Body hes incog; tor hitherto They have not 
thought fit to feveal Themſelves. The principal 


Mercharits and Traders in Wine, Tobacco and Fu- 


gar, as well as in ſeveral Commodities alrcady ex- 
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_ viſe in feyeral diſtant Parts of the Kingdom, have 


already declared againſt this Scheme, in the moſt 
: publick Manner; and it is expected that others will 


ſoon follow their Example. It is therefore high 
Time for the Letter-writer to produce his Party; 
1 and I wiſh that their moſt conſiderable Traffick may 
not be found te conſiſt in Stecks, Pen/rons and 
| = Places. 8 W : l aft "I; T7 
| My Extracts from the Writings of Dr. D'ave- of # 

nam, on this Subject, are intirely miſtaken by the 
Letter-writer, as well as the End, for which I quot- I is p 

ed them; ſince, even in the earlieſt Times, there 
was certainly a great Conſumption of Commodities, in ¶ cha 
this Kingdom, though but little Trade; and yet 
our Anceſtors would never .come into this Method pai 
of raiſing Money. Beſides, J acknowledg'd that Dr. | 
D avenant made no Diſtinction between Cuſſoms and 
Exciſes, but confounded Them together, under the 
83 Name of Loads upon Induſtry; and there- 
ore the Gentleman might have ſpared his Remarks, 
pen that . . 
It is certain that when Duties of Cuſtoms were 
firſt laid on Trade, the Money arifing from them 
was intended for the Protection of the Merchant. 
This is evident from all our antiem Laus, for lay- 
ing Impoſitions on Goods imported and exported ; 
_ nay, even ſo lately as in the Reign of King Charles 
the IId, This appears to be the Senſe of Parlia- 
ment; for in the Preamble to the Act of the 12th 
of that Reign, it is ſaid that the Commons repo- 
fong a Truft in his Majeſty for guarding the Seas 
againſt all Perſons, who may endeavour to diſturb 
our Trade, &c. They grant the Tonnage and Poun- 
dage.—— But whether it was prudent in the 
Letter-writer to inſiſt upon this Topick, let the Rear 
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His Arguments from the Practice of Holland, 
as à Pattern for Great Britain, are fo extremel 


weak, and haye been ſo fully anſwer'd already in 


* nc o my former Papers; that I ſhall only add 

ervation of Mr. de Wit; who ſays Greck⸗ 
ly, that the great Duties and Exciſes on the Trade 
of Holland have hinder d the Enlargement of it; 


aud, if not taken Care of in Time, will be the Loſs 


of its Commerce. 
3 


I never defign'd to. infinuate, as the Gentleman 


is pleas d to ſtate my Argument, that the Subject 


ought not to pay either Cuſtoms, or Exciſes ; but 
that neither of Them ought to be ftretch'd fo hi gh, 


as to deſtroy Trade, by which only They can be 


paid, and the Government ſupported. 

He hath likewife taken a great deal of unneceſ- 
fary Pains to prove that the Dependence of the 
Crown on the Subject, for its Support, is more eli- 
gible, in a free Country, than the Dependence of 


the Subject on the Crown, for their Properties. 
This, I fay, was unneceſſary ; becauſe I admitted 
it, in my Argument, under the Suppoſition that 


We might always rely On a wiſe and Uncorrupt 
Parliament. 1 e : 


But though the antient Tenures and Services, by 
which our Anceſtors held their Eftates, gave the 
Crown an exorbitant Power, which is now happily | 
aboliſhd; it does not, in the leaſt, aſſect my Ar. 
gument, that our Debts, Taxes and Officers have 


given the Crown another Kind of Power, unknown 
0 our Forefathers. Pogo „ . 
The Letter-writer aſſerts that We had no Liber 


ty before the Revolution ;, which I deny; but ſup- 
poſing it to be true, is That a Reaſon: for our give 


The 


ing it up, at preſent? 


* Se the Argument, f. 59. 
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therefore They ought to be the more cautious of 
loſing it again. 


ous to the fair Trader, 'as we 
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fink his Price, in order to keep 


The People of England have, no Doubt, ac. 
guir d great Advantages by their late glorious 


truggles for Liberty; which They have 18 5 8d 
at an immenſe Price of Blood and Treaſure; and 


Ar length, this Writer is obli ed to #* acknow- 


ledge, that although the Conſamer bears the Bur- 


then 0 * every Tax, yet his. Intereſt and That of the 
fair Trader are /o cloſely connected and bleuded to- 
gether, that it is almoft impoſſible to ſeparate, er 
diſtinguiſh Them from one another; but his Method 
of explaining This is equally extraordinary with 
his other Reaſonings ; for though it muſt be con- 
feſs d that the Pradice of Smuggling is very injuti- 
Fas to the Revenue, 
by enabling the clandefline Dealer to fell the ſame 
Goods cheaper, and thereby Jeſſening his Trade; 


I cannot apprehend it to be a neceſſary Con pfequence, 
that He muſt be obliged to enhance' the Value of 
| Them, in Proportion as He finds the Demands for 


Ti bn leſſen d, and that the ſmaller the Quantity 


#s of auy 7. hing He ſells, the greater muſt be th 
Price, that He muſt have for it. According to 


this Doctrine, the Price of Commodities muſt be pro- 


portion d to the Extent of the Trader s Buſfineſs; 
without any Regard to the Plenty, or Scarcity, or 
to the Vent and Demand for-them ; which is con- 


trary to all the Experience of Trade, ſince the 


World begun. 
On the other Hand, I W that che . 
tice af Running Goode obliges the 15 Trader to 


ome Pace with 
the clandeſtine Dealer; and therefore immediate! 


wires Him, in the moſt ſenſible Manner; f a 
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T am ready to allow that the Conſumer may feel it; 


at laſt, in the Deficiencies of the Revenue. 
For this Reaſon, I believe the Merchant, Im- 
porter and fair Trader would willingly concur in 


any reaſonable Meaſures, for putting an End to this 
clandeftine Traſick; but if the cheaper any Commo- 


dity is ſold, the more of it will be conſumed, They 
can never agree to an Exciſe, which will certainly 


make Them dearer; and conſequently encourage 


Smugliug; for notwithſtanding the Letter-writer's 


poor Fallacy, it is as demonſtrable as 9 Propoſi- 
rafice is 


tion in Euclid, that this miſchievous Praci 
chiefly occationed by high Duties; and whilſt They 


are continued, all the Laws in the World will not 


be able to prevent it. . 
Ihe Gentleman tells us Himſelf that not only 
Wines aud Brandies, hut all other Sorts of Merc han- 
dixe are ſtill run and vended, in the moſt publick 
Manner, on the Sea-Coafts. If therefore this Me- 
thod of Collection hath not prevented the Running 
of thoſe Commodities, which are already exciſed ; 
how can We expect that it will put a Stop to the 
ſame Practice in others? 5 
_ The deſperate Oppoſition which the Cuſtom-hollſe 
Officers meet with, in the Execution of their Duty, 


notwithſtanding the ſevere Penalties on Offenders, 


may farther conyince us of this Truth, and 1s ano- 
ther Proof that it is abſolutely impracticable to pre- 
vent Running, without lowering the Duties; for 
can Exciſemen be thought better able to reſiſt ſuch 


reſolute Gangs of Men than the Officers of Cuftoms, 


however large and coercive their Powers may be 


made? For my Part, I am firmly perſuaded by 


Experience that no Puniſhments whatever, even 


Death itſelf, would effectually ſtop this Practice, 
whilſt the Temptation to it continues ſo great, not 
eyen though a numerous Handing Army ſhould be 


made 
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made Uſe of to put the Laws in Execution; for 


though the Gentleman Himſelf ſeems to diſhike ſuch 


an Expedient; yet it is well known that our mzlz- 
tary Forces have been often employed in that Ser- 
vice, upon the Sea Coaſts, (as I think ſome of them 
are at prefent) with but little Effect. 


whether an Exciſe will do it. I have given m 


Reaſons why it will not; and I think them ſuffici- 
ently. confirm'd, in the Caſe of TEA; for though 
the Revenue, upon this Article, may have been conſi- 
 derably increas d, and a leſs Sum of Money may 
have been paid into. the Exchequer, on Account of 
Seizures, /ince thoſe Duties were converted into 


Exciſes, as the Letter. avriter aſſerts; I am far from 


thinking it the natural Conſequence of that A; 


for it 1s certain that more Tea hath been run fi 


than at any Time before. This Improvement for ib 
Revenue muſt be therefore owing to ſome other Caue 


ſes; fuch as the great Increaſe of the Conſumption 6 


Tea, which, is now. become almoſt univerſal, by the 


prevailing Spirit of Luxury ; and, perhaps, partly 
occaſioned by the late Chcapneſs 7 Sugar. — But 


We ſhall be better able to judge of this Affair by 

an authentick Account of Seizures, which is much 

more to be credited than ſuch a Writer's Aſſertion. 
But I muſt inform this Gentleman that when 1 


ſaid the Seizures, formerly made, bear no Proportion 


to Thoſe of late Nears, 1 did bot formerly, 


mean a thouſand. Nears ago, but ſince aye had 


a Trade; tor though He is plead to be moſt un- 
mercitully arch, On this Occaſion, it 1s certain that ; 
there were Duties on Trade, and We had a large 


Trade, tor many Years, by which the Nation gaig'd 


It muſt be admitted that there is a great Inequa- 
lity between Thoſe, who buy run Goods, and Thoſe. 
who deal with the fair Trader, which ought to be 
prevented, if poſſible ; but {till the Queſtion returns, 


» 
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Me now come to the Gentlemar's concluding Pa- 
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immenſe Riches, without any Complaints of Snng- 
ling; but as Taxes were multiplyd and rear 
the practice of Running hath gain d Ground, anc 
che national Profit by Trade hath been greatly di- 


miniſh'd. 


I hope the Letter-writer is ſomewhat miſtaken in 
his Calculation, when He ſays that the Publick is de- 
frauded % at leaf}, one third Part of its Revenues; 
for if This is the Caſe, it muſt be owing. to the 
Frauds of the Officers "Themſelves, in joining with 
the Smugglers; and I am at a Loſs to apprehend 
how That will be remedied by an Exciſe. 
per, in which He recapitulates the Subſtance of 
his preceding Arguments, and makes ſome farther 
Obſervations, which may be thought to deſerve 
a little Notice, before I rake my Leave of Him. 
Fe tells us that even the Land Tax itſelf is cole 
lected in the ſame Manner with Exciſes; and that 
all Cafes, relating to it, are determinable in the 
fame ſummary Manner; whereas I always thought 
that this Tax was levied by Pariſh Officers, and that 
all Diſputes were left to the Deciſion of the Com- 
miſſſoners of Taxes, who are appointed by Parlia- 
/ V 

He purpoſely. avoided offering any Thing, as He 


informs us, in Anſwer to what I have ſaid conceru- 


ing the Danger, tbat ſuch a Scheme would produce, 
with Regard to national Liberty, by the Increaſe of 
Officers, that it muſt be attended with; becauſe He 
cannot imagine that I was ſerious 77 ſelf, when J 
made that Objection, but that. I did it either out of 
Amuſement, or Pleaſantry.— No, really, what I ob- 
ſerved, 'upon that Head, was in downright ſober 
Sadneſs. Nas it may proceed, as He wittily 
remarks, from a hlind Biggotry to Patriotiſm ; hes - 


ſo it is, that I cannot for my Life put it out of 
my Head that ſuch an infinite Multiplicity of Off- 
cers, immediately under the Direction of the Crown, of 
muſt have . ſome Sort of Influence over "Thoſe, . who 55 
Je at their Mercy; and therefore the Gentleman 5 
would have done a generous Act, at leaſt, in en- te 
deavouring to ſet ſuch a poor, deluded Wretch as 5 
may ſelf a little right in his Judgment, as to this WM 5 
oint. 3 = e 
He hath likewiſe forgot to take an) Notice of 41 
another Point, upon which I laid no ſmall Streſs; ” 
I mean that the Execution of this Scheme hath a | 
natural and immediate Tendency to a GENERAL 
Excise. Perhaps, this Apprehenſion likewiſe may 8 
proceed from the ſame Bigotry, and therefore be- N 
neath the Letter-writer's Obſervation; but as the B 
Pyblick ſeems to have paid ſome Regard to it, I tt 
vill venture to make one Remark farther, on the 


ſame Subject. Tc nes in 
In my general Argument, I gave the Reader à 4 
Catalogue of thoſe Taxes, which are already col- 8 


lected by the Laws of Exciſe. I ſhall now explain 
this Point a little farther, by enumerating, as well 11 


as I can recolle& at preſent, the different Trades 7 
and Occupatious, hich are affected by this Method a 
Brewers, Diſtillers, Inu tee pers, Jand all other Pers N 
Vidtuallers, Coffee-men, Viut- ſons, making, h. 
ners, Mum, Cyder and Peri- importing, of N 
makers, Malſters, ſweet Wine-\ dealing in ex- n 
makers, Vinegar-makers. —— ciſeable Liquors | 
MORE Rn 7 F 
Soap-Boilers, Druggiſts, Grocers, ſons concerned os 
 Tuallow-Chandlers, Starch-ma= > in Tea, Coffee, WM 4 
kers, Perfumers, Peruke-ma-\ Chocolate, v 
kers, Barbers, Chandlers.—) Starch, Pom 15 

| „„ ts tc 
15 . 


Hop- Planters, Tanners, Owners . 
of Salt-Pits, Teather-Fellers, Lin- | and ſeveral o- 
nen-Drapers,  Paper-makers, Paper- ther Perſons 
Stainers, Callicoe and Linnen-Prin- | concern'd in 
ters, Paſte-Board, Mill-Board, and making, or 
Scale Board-makers, Gold- Smiths, { vending 


. 


Silver-Smiths, and Workers of Plate, theſe Com- 


Wire-Drawers, and Refiners of gilt 
and Silver Wire, Card-makers, Dice- 
makers, 0 
What I would obſerve from hence is, that Ex- 
ciſes have e extended Themſelves into the 


modities. 


Shops, Warehouſes and Families of a very great 


Number of the moſt conſiderable Subjects of Great 
Britain. It may therefore be proper to ask, in 
this Place, what the Advocates for Exciſes mean, 


when They tell us that there is no Deſign of bring- 


ing Them into private Families. Do They ex- 
clade all Perſons, who keep a Shop, or deal in Goods, 
out of this Number? If They do, all the Cities 
and great trading Towns in England conlift of 
little leſs than publick Houſes; which I take to be 
a new Doctrine; and if none but Taverns, Inns, 
and other Houſes of publick Entertainment ougłbt 
to paſs under that Denomination, according to, the 
Notion of our Forefathers, it follows that Exciſes 
have already forc'd Themſelves into very great. 


Numbers of private Families, and muſt become al- 


moſt uni ber ſal, by the Execution of ſuch 2 Scheme, 
The Letter-writer hath advanc'd one Argument, 
at the Concluſion of his Papers, in Favour of Ex- 


ciſes, which He delivers in Terms of great Ten- 


derneſs for the People of England; viz. that it 
will prevent thoſe ſhameful: Adulterations and per- 
nicious Mixtures, with which the Retailers too of- 
ten compound their Commodities, to the Prejudice 
of the Revenue, and the fair Trader, as well as the 
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Health of his Majeſty's Subjects. This Charge 
is level'd, I ſuppoſe, at the Vintners, and I. have 
oſten heard the ſame. Argument made uſe of in pri- 
vate Converſation, Indeed, it is the only Argument 
I could ever yet hear, in Favour of Exciſes, which 
carries the leaſt Air of Planſibility. But when. it is 
fully examined, it will be found to be without Foun- 
dation; for it the Vintner will be content to pay 
the full Duty for all the Liquor He lags, I preſume 
the Crown will not inſpect Very nicely into the Ma- 
terials, of which it is ane or that the 
Vintner will be prohibited to mix bad Wine with 
good; and believe it will be gran 8 He may 
better afford. to pay Duty for Cys 


better afford. Oden or other In. 

redients, which He can buy very cheap at home, 
2555 for Vine from abroad. But ſuppoſing that 
this Sr heme would prevent all Adulterati on, both at 

home and abroad; in ſuch a Caſe, I think it de- 
monſtrable that ic muſt inhance the Price; and then 
let me ask, whether it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that it would leſſen 5 Conſumption, and conſe- 

quently diminiſh the Revenue? Nay, ſhould This 
ts be deny'd, and it could be proved that an 
Exciſe would abſolutely prevent all Adujteration, 
without inhancing the Price, or leſſening the Con- 


6: 


ſumption, T eleve vl be gram, a lat tha 


a much greater Quantity muſt be imported; which, 
Ke AE nn 1255 e ee 
the Ballance' of Trade againſt us. ——So that take 


this Afﬀair in What Light. y. a. eaſe, I cannot 
pollbly ſce how an Exciſe upon Wine, can be of any 


Advantage to the Conſumer, the Revenue, or the 
Nation in general. * ado 1505 TRAY As 8 3 {0 i 11 
-; Bit thel Things, perhaps, have no mote en 
te r d into the P rector 8 Head than the Loſs, which 


605 4 Scheme will inevitably bring on the Kingdom, 


by the Decreaſe of our Nawgation ; and it may be 


ſaſely 
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fafely ETD that if there i is no other Method 
of caſing thoſe Duties, which principally affect our 
Trade and Aue, They Til Ter be cas'd; 

for an Exciſe may lefſen the preſent Security for 


Denrs' ; but will never ſtrengthen, or enlarge it. 


think it hath been fully proved that He hath not 
adyanc'd one Argument, in Favour of this Scheme, 


ay which can be thought to have any Weight, when ; 


8 brought to the Teſt of Examination. 'The whole 
fi. Courſe of his Reaſonings conſiſts in nothing elſe 
"i but falſe Duotations, h ittle tricking Fallacies, in 


ith the State of my Argumetit, and a con - ol Eugfon 3 


ay of the Point in Debate. 

= Thpefe is another Writer, who hath been pleas'd 

. to favour the Püblick with ſome Confiderations on 

vat my late Eſſays upon this Sujet. By his Proemium, 

| in Praiſe of Taxes'and Projectors, Tie ſeems to be 

* ſome little Limb of the'E Eteri?: - who thinks Him- 

— ſelf obliged to 1 55 his Share in this e 
Wark, by Way of perſonal Service for of the Tenure of 

e. 's ? Lace. Indeed, He gives Himſelf the Air of 

, a Scholar and a Wit, by interlarding his Remarks 


$44 with a Scrap or two. e ard à Freach: Perſe Y 
jon, befides ſome other Flights of Genius; to diſtinguiſh 


on- his Abilities. Bu 's Sake, Why, all this 
— Trouble to ede del an E 75 /enfan gu y be a gg 
ich erudite and 71 2 555 Per on. I was fully convinc d 
ara of it Yother. 

ake Te Ballad "which" boug 


it ir the Street. 


the ath done me. ; 
.  Befides, We all know They: are mighty cul Fel 4 


For t one 23 T hers 1 can both w writs and . 
7 ab 


* \ 
Pa.” oy 
— 


. 


the Payment of the Principal and Intereſt of our 


1 have now done with the Letter-writer ; and 


ay b a ple o Lines in an _— 


.NO c worthy Gentleman will be ſo good as 5 
any e Them, in Return for 1 Fat ayou ao Lg | 
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But He ill expect, no Doubt, that I ſhould 


likewiſe take ſome Notice of the principal Deſign 


of this excellent Treatiſe ; That is, to prove that 
an Exciſe upon Tovacco and WINE (which is, 
at length, acknowledg'd to be Part of the preſent 


Scheme ) will not only be of great Service to the 


Revenue, and the Nation in general, but likewiſe of 
infinite Advantage to the particular Traders in 


thoſe.Commodities. —— What ſtrange blind Creatures 


muſt. They be, not to ſee their own Intereft, when 
it is ſo the, pointed out to Them by this honeft 


Advocate for PROJECTORS and Taxss ? 
He hath already received an & Anſwer to theſe Con- 


f rations, as far as They relate to the Topacco 


TRADE; which ſeems to be written. by a Gentle- 


man, very well acquainted with that Branch of our 


Commerce. It would therefore be needleſs for me 


to add any Thing to it ; but I muſt beg Leave to 
quote one Paſſage out of i it, which will ſerve to il- 


luſtrate and ſtrengthen my general Argument a- 


gainſt 1 
The Gentleman obſerves very well, « that Part 


e of the Dut ty now payable on 7 ohaceo, called -the 
« Tmpoft, (which is 3 4. 52 lib. was firſt laid on 
« that Commodity in the 


rſt Year of the Reign of 


« King Fames the Ild, by an Act, intitled an A 


A 
A 


0 
£< 


4 


for e to his Majeſty an. Impoſition on To- 
BACCO and Sugar; and Was to be levyed on the 
Conſumer, or firft. Buyer, and put under Commiſf- 
oners, appointed for that Purpoſe, diſtinct from the 
Commiſſiouers of Cuſloms; but This being found 


* A 


Ra 


„ burthenſome to the Trader, and alſo a Loſs to the 


Fs 
A 


Revenue, the Miniſtry, touch'd with the Hard- 


« ſhips the Merchant lay under, and alſo the De- 


. 
- 


e en 


& triment to the e moved the Parliament: 
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man upoy Exciſe, % far as it relates te ibe Tobacco Trade. 
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ald and accordingly, by an Act of the 7th and 8th | 
ign « of William the IIId it was enacted, that the I 
hat « faid Duty, granted by the ſaid AF in the firſt 
is, « Year, of the Reign -4 the late King James, and q 
ſent « which, | by the ſaid Ad, is made payable by the ."- 
the WW © firſt Buyer, and. ſubje# to the Rul Es or Ex- 1 
: of WM crsx, in the ſeveral Parts of the Management 1 
in « thereof,” ſhould, for the future, be under the Ma- 1 
tres nagement of the COMMISSIONERS Or THE Cus- 4 
hen „ ros. This Method of raiſing Duties on 4 
neſt « Tobacco, by an Exciſe, was, by the Experience — 
of ten Nears, found to anſwer no good End. It = 
In- « harraſs d the Merchant, arid leſſen d the Revenue. 1 
CCO „The ſame Cauſe will ever produce the ſame Ef- * 
tle- « fe8. .. Therefore, it is hoped that, upon the | 
our « Knowledge of an Exciſe having once faild, it " 
me « will, not be attempted. a ſecond Time iſ 
to I think, indeed, that the Gentleman hath done i 
il our Confiderer too much Honour, in taking fo much 9 
a- Notice of this Paper; and He tells us Himſelf that N 
8 He ſhould not have done it, were there not ſome 1 
art Things in it, which may happen to miſlead thoſe 1 
the Perſons, who are not acquainted with that Branch | | 
on „ ee ot it 
1 of co Perhaps, ſo body may think fit to do the Gen- | | 
Ad tlemen of the Wine-Trade the fame Juſtice. I ſhall | 
To- therefore content my ſelf with thoſe Remarks, ih 
the which I have already made on that Subject, and i 
fe leave the farther Explanation of it to Thoſe, who 1 
the are better acquainted with the Particulars. 4 
und The Conſiderer is pleaſed to let us know that i 
the He is a Bettle-Companion, by expreſſing the great it 
rd- Joy of his Heart, that when this Law takes Place, 
De- one may ſpend an Evening agreeably, and be the 
nt; better 755 it the next Day. I muſt likewiſe be ſo 
and candid as to own that I love a Glaſs of good Wine 
afil- my ſelf ; but I think it a little unreaſonable to — 
de. „ N eee Ke c 
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bers. He adds, that there hath been ſo itile Rea- 


( 54) 


fire that ſo large a Number of my Countrymen 
ſhould be chain d down and hand-cuff*d, purely to 
prevent now and then a little Touch of the Head. 
ach. An Exciſe would take away the Flavour of 


the beſt Wine in ne tor I hope every 


good Engliſbman loves his Liberty, even better than 
his Bottle. If the Vintners, therefore, won't ſerve 
us with good Wine, let us leave their Houſes and 
content our ſelves with thoſe wholeſome and agree- 
able Liquors, with which our own Commodities 
will ſupply us in great Variety and Abundance. 
But if the politer Part of the Nation cannot wean 
Themſclves from a long Habit of drinking foreign 
Mines, there are ſtill ſome gobd of all Sorts to be 
had; and no Point in the World can be clearer to 
me, than that an Exciſe may make them dearer, 
but cannot poſſibly make Them better. — However, 
I muft do the Conſiderer the Juſtice to acknow- 


Hedge that 255 Argument is very well calculated to 


1 5 =o, & ⅛ kb „ 3 r 
catch a numerous Body of our Countrymen, who 


are commonly diftinguiſh'd by the Name of To- 


"PERS. 


I am ready to agree with this Gentleman that 
Favour is OPPHRESSTON to all Traders bit 


"Thoſe, to whom it is ſhewn; and therefore 1 am 
-againft an Exciſe ; becauſe it gives the Commiſſo- 
'$ 1 : 8 * ** ; * ” 1 o 1 -.: * 4. n : IN 
ners ſuch a Power of favouring, or Pprafing 85 

« ; te y | 


Subject, as They think fit, either by abſok: 
3 4 RE STS... 3 6 (FRE 8 n m f | + ; -. | 
remitting the Penalties 6f the Law, or exatting 


Them with the utmoſ# Rigour. 
He is a little unhappy in Arne, the Argu- 


— 
. 


ment of his Fellow-Labourer in the 


n 
rant; that 


the Craftſman hath not prodiced any one Iuſtance 
of Injuſtice, in the Fudgments given by the Com- 


miſſiouers of the Exciſe ;* which I apprehend to be 


FE Oh 38 8TH - i „„ | > — 
ſufficiently anſwer'd in the former Part of theſe Pa- 


0 8 


. N 5 8 


ſan to complain of Them, that He hath been iofora'd 


there have not been three Appeals brought, fince the 
Appointment of that Conimiſion. — I am tar from 
queſtioning the Truth of his Information, in this 
Particular, or being ſurpriz d at it; for when I 
conſider the Nature of that Commiſſion, T am rather 
inclin'd to wonder that there ever was ſo much as 

He is pleas d to aſſert that my Duotations from 
Mr. Hampden and Mr. Locke are no Way appli- 
cable to the Point in Debate; and that They relate 
only to Taxes,, or Exciſes on our native Commodir 
ties. O! fye, Sir! if you talk at this Rate, 
the World will begin to ſuſpect either your Learn- 
ing, or your Cauſe; tor the proſeſs d Deſign of 
both thoſe Writers was to recommend a Land-Tax, 
in Preference to any Duties on Commodities, whe- 
ther imported, or of our own Production. Mr. Locke, 


indeed, does not make any Diſtinction between Ex- 


ciſes and other Taxes; nor did I quote Him for 

at Purpoſe ; but Mr. Hampden expreſly condemns 
all Exciſes, and inforces his Argument with ſuch 
Reaſons, as I think unanſwerable. ——Prethec, look 


© over the Writings of theſe Gentlemen once more; 


and if you can find any Thing in them, that will 


be of Service to the preſent Scbeme, you ate wel- 
come to produce it with all my Heart. 


I am ſorry to find that I ſtand ſo ill in the Opi- 
niom of this excellent Mriter; who ſets me forth as 
a pieviſh, little, wrangling Fellom; but 1 conſider 
his Caſe; He may, perhaps, think the Exc1se- 
Orrick in Danger; and therefore I heartily for- 
give Him. I am fire. the Reader will bear me 
Witneſs that T have preſerved my Temper perſect- 
ly even towards Him, and treated Him with 
great Civility, notwithſtanding the Ji/zreeable Cha- 
rafter He hath given me. Nay, I ſhould not hw 

Mb i AE pa taken 


taken even this curſory Notice of his ingenious 


„ 


Conſiderations, if They had not happen' d to fall di- 
rectly in my Way; for however He may pleaſe 
to repreſent me as a Perſon, who make the 7 
Gains in every Diſpute, I can aſſure Him, upon 
the Word of an Author, that I never expect 7o get 
fo much as one Craftſman out of any of his Works. 

+ Bur it is now Time to draw towards a Con- 
cluſion; and, in order to it, let us reflect a little 
on the preſent State of Affairs. The Minifters have, 
at length, triumph'd moſt gloriouſſy in their Nego- 
tiations ; and I with that their late Treaties may be 
built on as ſolid a Foundation as They have aſ- 


ſured us Themſelves. We are, at preſent, in Peace 
with all our Neighbours; and there - are no Ap- 


pearances of any immediate Rupture in any Part 
of Europe. We have no Faction at home, conſidera- 


ble enough to diſturb the Quiet of the Government, 


or to endanger the preſent Eſtabliſhment, in his Ma- 
jeſty's Family. Our only Uneaſineſſes, Animoſi- 
ties and Diſſentions proceed from ſome 23 
Grievances, which might be eaſily remedied. But 
this ſerene Sky may be ſoon over-clouded again. 


New Diſturbances may break out in Europe, and in- 


volve us once more in the Quarrels of the Continent. 
Let us therefore husband this favourable Opportu- 
nity, by reducing our Expences, whilft the preſent 
Tranquility laſts, and giving the People ſome Re- 


lief from thoſe various Burthens, which | publick 


Mi gſortunes, and publick Neceſſity have ſo long obli- 


ged Them to bear. 


We have, indeed, lately ſeen a moſt extraordi- 


nary Doctrine advanced; that while the Affairs of 
Europe were unſettled, and Danger was threatem d 
' from every Ouarter, and on every Hand, there was 
no Temptation for any Power to embroil Themſelves 


in 


. . * | 
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Micutries ; 3 but NOW there is Leiſure fot 
Ambition 10 took r. l . 

This Doctrine was deliver d by Mr. Wal Vngham, 
about a Foftnight ago, from the Mouth of an Ho- 
nourable Perſon, whom He ſtyles in Capitals the 
r of the ; but it is fo mon- 
ſtrous and abfurd a Propoſition, that I cannot be- 


lieve any Cem leman, of common Senſe and Diſcretion, 


could be weak enough to utter it; for, according 
to this Principle, Peace it ſelf is A Curſe, inftead 
of a Bleſſing ; and the more firmly it is eſtabliftrd, 


the more Occaſion there will be for a fanding Axe 


; Whereas We were always told before, that it 


was deſired only till Affairs could be ſettled, and 


the Tranquility of Enxope reſtor d. But, at this Rate, 
when can We expect any Reduction of the Army? 
If We preſuriie to touch upon that Topick, whilt 
Aﬀaits are in the leaſt embroiP.d, We ate immedi- 
ately chargd with a Deſign of encouraging ſore 
foreign Power to invade us; and when They are 
8 We are told that there is more Reaſon to 
be upon our Guard than before. J am reall 
aſhamed of expoſing ſo palpable an Abſurdity, and 
ſhaft leave Mr. Vaſingbam to the Correction of 
the honourable Gentleman Himfelf, for putting ſuch 


Stuff in his Mouth. Let us therefore return 


to our preſent Subject. 

If any Writers ihall think fit to beſtow any Re- 
marks on theſe Papers ; J muſt once more requeſt 
Them to enter its the Merits of the Cauſe, by 


1 a direct Anſprer to our principal Objections 


' the Laws of Exciſe, with Regard to the 
Ihethod of Tryal, in thoſe Caſes"; the Intereſt of 
Trade; and. the anger to "national Liberty. 

We infiſt upon al} theſe Points, in Oppolition to 


tis Method collecting 11 e Rebenues; and 


the Projedtr, whoever 2 muſt not ine 
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95 e ee that They will concur with their 


that ſome little Variations in his Scheme will alla 
the preſent Heats of the People. Their Objecti- 
ons are general againſt any ſuch Project, and no- 
thing but totally an from it will give Them 
Satisfaction. 

It will not be! impro r, nor I believe diſagree- 
able, to illuſtrate this Point by a parallel Inſtance, 
of modern Date, in our own Hiſtory. 

When the famous Bill of Excluſion was under 
Debate in the Houſe of Commons, an Expedient was 
offer'd by the Court-Party to prevent the Danger 
from a Popiſh Succeſſor, by certain Limitations, in 
order to deſeat the Bill; upon which Col. Titus ob- 
ſerved, that to accept o f Expedients, to ſecure the 
Proteſtant Religion, after ſuch a King had mounted 
the Throne, would be as ſtrange as if there were 
.a Lyon in the Lobby, and We ſbould make a Vote 
to ſecure ourſelves, by LETTING HIM INTO THE 
Hovss and cHalninG HI M, rather than by 
KEEPING HIM OUT. A Popiſh Prince can- 
not be more deſtructive to our religious Rights 
than an Exciſe will be to our civil Liberties ; and 
there is little Difference between an Inquiſition and 
a general Exciſe-Ojice, but as one regards our Faith, 
and the other our Eſtates. 

We ſaw this horrible Monſter advancing towards 
us; and have ſpared no Pains to keep Him out of 
the Lobby, as well as the Houſe ; but if He ſhould 
have the Confidence to thruſt in his Head there; 

We rcly upon the Virtue of our Repreſentatives in 


Principals, and unite their Endeavours to kick 
Him out again. 

To ſpeak without a Mctaphor, it is to be ho- 
ped that the Houſe f Commons wall - reject any 
aka + for loading us with wew Exciſes ; and if 
the alata ſhould —_ in his Sen He muſt 
a * 


expect to have it call d by his own Name ( accord- 
ing to the old Roman Cuſtom) and delivered down, 
as a Brand of Infamy on his Memory, to all ſuc- 
ceeding Generations. 52 

I ſhall therefore conclude with a Paſſage in 
Scripture; which I recommend to his ſerious Con- 
ſideration.— It muft needs be, that Offences come; 
but Moe to 1 HAT Man, by whom the Offence 
cometh, ———Tt were better for Him that Mil- 
ſtone were hanged about his Neck; and that H. 
were drowned in the Depth of the Sea, 
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EXTRACTS from a Pamphlet Intitled, 
Remarks on the horrible Oppreſſions, 
Inſolencies, and unjuſtifiable Partiali- 
ties of the COMMISSIONERS OF 
EXC ISE, Gc. . 


1 HE, Author having charged 7he/e Gentle- 
men, in ſeveral Parts of his Treatiſe, with 
Tyranny, Barbarity, and Extortion, con- 
eludes it with ſeveral particular Examples, which 
he introduces in the following Manner. 
„And that 7his Charge may not be counted 
ce too heavy, and this Book be branded with 
© the ſame Injuſtice it is wrote to expoſe, I ſhall 
ca little deſcend to Particulars, and give you a 
« few, out of the infinite Crowd of prodigious 
% Exceſſes they have been guilty of. 3 
„ ”Tis true, that the Laws of Exciſe are very 
« ſevere; and without doubt, tis neceſſary that 
« when Taxes are charged on the Subject, Me- 
« thods ought to be taken to ſecure the Pay- 
« ment to the Government; and this is both 
« juſt to the Government, and to one . 
3 | * nat, 


Cv 


a 


a 
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te that the Equality of Taxes may be regulated; 
& {ince what 1s deficient in ore, is always made 
« good upon the whole Nation. | 
% Bur this Severity of the Laws does no where 
ce require cruel and rigorous Exattions; barbarous, 
« deſtructive and furious falling upon Men and 
« Families; of which the following is an Inſtance, 
« all good Men muſt read with Abhorrence. 
e About the Year there was an honeſt 
& and very induſtrious Man, a Diſtiller, by name Ri- 
« chard Stanley, a Quaker, who lived in Wapping, 
ce and carried on his Trade with a tolerable Pro- 
© ſpect; but having ſeveral Loſſes, and a large 
& Family, did not make ſo current Payment as 
„ the Commiſſioners required, being in Arrears 
c 1461, 125. . 3 
& This Man had order'd ſome new Backs to 
« be made, and ſet up in his Workhouſe, and 
„ they were then finiſhing, but not quite 
c done; the Backmaker having, at leaſt, a Week's 
. oo to do on them, to make them fir for 
. | 


4 


<< to enter theſe Backs at the Office, when they 


“ ſhould be finiſh'd and fit for Ule; and in the 


© mean Time, they were fo far from being offer'd 
« to be conceal'd, that the Workmen were 
* publickly at work on them, and the Officers 
« every Day ſaw them in the Houle. 
“ Notwithſtanding this, the Officer 

TY by name, ſtaying as long, till he thought 
ce the Pretence would bear, informs againſt zhis 
Man, for erecting theſe new Backs, without en- 
« tring them; and the Commiſſioners, according to 
their uſual Juſtice, concurring with the Officer, 
* condemn the poor Man to pay 80 J. for this pre- 
© tended Fraud. | 


* ** a . 


« The Diſtiller thought ir was ſoon enough 
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ce This, added to his former Drbt, made it 
* 226]. 125. which the poor Man being unable 
ce to pay ſo ſoon as they required it, they fall 
upon him with moſt unſufferable and un- 

“e parallel'd Fury. 

« His Still- Houſe, which coſt him above oo. 


* to erect, they pull'd all to Pieces tore up his, 


cc "Stills and Backs, and appraiſing them after their 


„ own manner, and at their abſolute. Pleaſure, 


« fold them moſt, unreaſonably below the real 
ce Value. 

They ſold three Stills, with Worms and Tubs, 
& for 1201. and the poor Man makes it appear, 
„that one of thoſe Stills, by the Weight of the 
« Copper, came to a 102/. and coſt him ſo much 
ce at /econd Hand but a few Months before. 
The Backs, and all the wooden York, which 
colt him above 150. and which was all in 
“ good Condition, fit for the Trade, They ſold 


* a 


= 


Cc 


for 31. 195. 64. or thereabouts. 


„They | ſold as much Spirits for 71. as they 
themſelves had charged the poor Man with 


« 18]. Duty to the King. 


And thus the poor Man and his P amily were 


“ entirely ruin'd and turn'd out of Doors; and 
& notwithſtanding all this Havock, and the De- 


ce ſtruction they made of his Goods, they ſold 
them for 61. 115. 6d. more than they demand- 
© ed; which yet they never would return to the 
c poor Man to this Day; tho' he has earneſt] 
6 ſollicited for it; and is reduced fo low, that he 
cc has often wanted ſuch a ſmall Sum for Bread 


for his Family, and now works in a Srill-Houſe, 


© for weekly Wages to ſubſiſt his Children; of 
« whom, if Enquiry be made, I doubt not but 
© the Reader may be informed that I have related 
the Story rather in the Commiſſioners 9 

than 


7 than other wiſe; 8 reſolved to do them 
„ Juſtice, even in the worſt Accounts I ſhall- 
6 give of their Behaviour, 
ee The Story of ruining Mr. Waller and his 
<« Family, is {till worſe chan this z of which they 
' 86 * bear hereafter. © . 


7 make cot the + than again ſt . in the 


beginning of this Trat, of denying Juſtice 


to "hy Diſtillers, when hey complain 0 1. the 


Injury of their Officers, take the fol 


owing 
Account 


*A Certain Difiilter, whoſe Name the Com- 


miſſioners cannot be ignorant of, when 
te they read the Particulars, had a falſe Charge 
c made upon him; by which the Reader may 
„ pleaſe to underſtand, that he was charged 
« by the Duty, for more Haſh than he had in 
ee his Veſſels ; but the Officer, being peremptory 
< in his Charge, the Diſtiller complained to the 
&« Commiſſioners, as the Law in that Caſe direQs, 
c When the Caſe came before the Commiſſioners, 
6 contrary to all Courts of Juſtice in the World, 
cc which generally hear the Complainant firſt, and 
c then the Defendant ;. they, to be particular as 
se well as partial, taking the Caſe from the firſt 
% Complaint of the Diſtiller, call up the Officer, 
6e and order him to give an Account of the 
ce Fact. Having heard him only, they immediate- 
Cc ly gave their Judgment againſt the Diſtiller, 
c without ſo much as admitting him to reply, 
te or hearing his Evidence; and refuſed to forthe 
ec a Servant he * with him to prove the 


| be 9 


« With 
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To prove what is ſuggeſted of the Commiſſioners 


(305 


 * With what Face Men can thus petvert the 
& known and fundamental Articles of diſtributive 
«© Fuftice, I cannot imagine; and if they expect 
«© never to give account for theſe Actions, they 
© muſt certainly live in hopes that, ſome Time 
or other, Parliamentary Authority ſhall be ſup- 
6 preſs'd, and that Power die, which has always 
ce been a Terror to the Exorbitances and ExaCti- 


« ons of inſolent Tax - Gatherers. 


It is farther remarkable in this Story, that 
« the Diſtiller boldly telling them, He would ſeek 
ce for Juſtice againſt theſe Partialities; one of the 
« Commiſſioners, and the great Manager of theſe 
« injurious Proceedings, viz. Mr. Tom, 
© turning to the Solicitor, ask'd, if the Diſtiller 
* had paid the Money for this falſe Charge? To 
* which he was anſwer'd, Tes. Well, well, ſays 
« the Commiſſioner, if we baue but the Money, 
« Jet him ſeek for Juſtice where be can, and ſee 


« how be will get it again. 
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conniving at, and encouraging their Officers 
in the Oppreſſions of the Subject, and re- 
wuarding them by the Penalties they raiſe; 

take the following ſhort Story, which will 


be publickly atteſted: by undoubted Evidence, 


„% A N Hnformation was ordered to be brought 
66; 


„% by an Officer, againſt a noted Diſtiller 
“ in Town, on pretence of ſuch Breaches on the 


Laus of Exciſe z the Penalties of which would 


ce have. riſen to a very great Sum. 


„ The Diſtiller brought ſuch plain Evidence of 
the Fact, and ſo well managed his Dees, 


(6) 


& that; in * of their very good Will to ruin 
« him, Things were ſo very plain, and the In- 


. Formation ſo weakly ſupported, they were forced | 


& to acquit him. 
« After the Diſappointment, and, as we fu 
* poſe, to comfort the Officer for the Loſs, a 


© certain Commiſſioner was heard to tell him, He 


was ſorry he could not ſerve him now; but ano- 


ce ther Time he would make bim amandt ; or Words 


“ to that Effect. | 
„What can the meaning of ſuch an Expreſſion 
* © be, but to encourage their Officers in their falſe 


8 Accuſations, and ſupporting the Oppreſſions they 
« daily reis upon on Diſtillers ? 


— 2 


** * ES 
— * 
— — 


70 prove their "eatery off Heng as | 
_ tiring People with the Charge and Trouble of 
Attendance, among a Multtade of ſuch Caſes, 


Mr, * $ 15 very remarkable. 


* 


TR. Nen had an Fuformatien laid a- 


not be very clearly made out, and appearing 


« to take his Trial, with his Mitneſſes and Coun- 
«© cil, whom he had fee'd. to attend; without 


« any Reaſon given, or any Day. aſt on'd for his 
« farther Attendance, the Hearing was put off. 
Some time after this, when Mr. Bowden was 


6 e occaſionally at the Office, upon other Buſineſs, 
= ed and without the leaſt notice of any ſuch thing, 
e they order'd him to be call'd in, and told him, 


« They would then bear it. It was a long time, 
and with great difficulty, that he prevailed up- 
'$ on Weben to put it off; alledging, That he was 


th unprovided 


gainſt him; which it is ſuppoſed could 


(N 


« unprovided of bis Evidence, Papers, and Council, 

« for bis Defence. N | 
« After this, it was delayed again for ſeveral 

5 c times, and at laſt, being inform'd that his Ser- 

« vant, Who was his Evidence, was gone from 

% him, and lived as far as Briſtol, they ſummon'd 

1 him to a Trial peremptorily by a hrt Day; ſo 

that it was impoſlible for him to fetch up his 

5 ee and + a this ch Gt _ him. 
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Fir Shams and erifling pretences a inft TradeC. 

men, and for which they have 5 arbitrarily 
fined; take the following, out of many more 
ready to 'be produced at Demand, 


3 £C 
cc 


R. Feaſt *, the Brewer, at the 3 
in ¶hite· Croſsſireet, a Man of an un- 
i queſtioned Reputation, and every way ſuperior 
f ce to the beſs of theſe Commiſſioners, both in Cha- 
; ce racter and Eſtate, being allow'd, by all, thar 
have Judgment in the Thing, to be the greateſt 
« Brewer in England, and ] ſuppoſe in the World, 
2 * and who I believe (ſpeaking by guels) has in 


* « his time, paid 200, O00. Exciſe 70 fe Crown ; 5 
d « ſome ſay much more. mT 
8 « his Gentleman keeping an Engine or two al- 
3 * ways in his Yard, to be ready, in Caſe any Ac- 
UT “ cident of Fire ſhould happen, had ordered his 
an « Men (as it is very neceſſary to do, and as they 
« uſed to do about once a Month) to try th 
2 « Engine, that they, might be nen it was i, 

ls, ce fdr. 

85 nM Upon this, the Mob coming into the Yard. 
> 6 to ſee it play, it happen'd. ts —_— the 
ws . * Aſterwards Sir Felix Feaſt. Ws 
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a Crowd, the Exciſeman was coming to his Bi. 


4c ſineſs. This the Servants could nor, and offerd 


to make Affidavit they did not ſee. In playing 


e the Engine, the Servant, turning the Spout a- 
“ mong the Crowd, as in ſport is frequently 


<« done, he chanced to waſh His Hoxovs, the 


| 00 Exciſeman, who appear d exceedingly affronted 


< at the Indignity offer'd to his Quality; and 


c tho? the Servants ask'd his Pardon, and pro- 


ce feſs'd they did not ſee him, (and the Maſter not 


— 3 yet he could not be appeaſed; but 
« goes the next Day to the Office 3 makes his 


zomplaint to the Commiſſioners, and brings an 

4 Kere againſt Mr. Feaſt, for his Servant's 

« obſtructing him in the Execution of his Office; 

<« the Penalty for which, by Act of Parliament, 
ce is 200. 


c This came to Trial before che-Colbinideners : ; 


4 who, notw.ithſtanding the .Circumſtances were 
„ proved as above, gave Judgment againſt Mr. 


<« Feaſt for 201. md Tod his Appeal, the Com- 


<« miſſioners of Appeal confirm'd it; and he paid 
20 l. for wetting the ſacred Coat « a beggarly 
« Raſcal; that, had he defign'd nothing but his 


© Buſineſs, might have gone two or three other 
% ways into the Brewhouſe, and not have come 
« within reach of the Engine. 

% One Mr. Henty Hall, a Sydermakir, T7 A 
« « Warchouſ at ſome diſtance from his Dwelling- 
« Houſe z and having ſome Buſineſs at his Mare- 
ce houſe, he found the Exciſeman knocking at the 
4 Door; but his Servant, whoſe Buſineſs was 


ein the ſaid J/arebouſe, was gone out, and che 


% Door lock'd. 

The Exciſeman demanded Entrance, and i 

4. Hall deſiring him to ſtay till he could find t 

me who he thought had been at the Ware- 
; _ 5 


» 


Sy 
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ec Houſe, the Exciſeman ſcem'd uneaſy; : at which 
„Mr. Hall ordered another of his Servants, who 


came with him, immediately to break open the 
Ce Door, that the Exciſeman ſhould have no Pre- 


«©, brunet 
& ing, 
9 On Opportunity of informing, immediately 
"6 4 Voss aua and would not ſtay to ſee the Door 
44 opened, ut lays an Information tor 15 l. for be- 


n him; which the Exciſeman perceiv- 


e ing deny d Entrance; on which Information the 
Vs = gave Judgment; and the Court of 


Appeals, to whom Mr. Hall had Recourſe, con- 
0 firm d the ſaid Judgment. 


« Another Prank like This was play d by an 


Exciſeman with Mr. Fendril, a Diftiller in  Hol- 
bourn. The Exciſeman, in the Dead of the Night, 
„ When Mr. Fendril was in Bed and aſleep (taking 


„ Conſtable from the Watch) comes to his 
Door, and not offering to awake Mr. Fendril, or 


any of his Family, demanded Entrance; which 

4 Mr. Fendril (as nom not how he ſhould) | be- 
- ©: ing a//cep, took no Notice of. ** 
* At the ſame Time, the Offcer pretended 
| ney ſmoak'd, and call d the Watchman to- 
e take Notice of it, which he did; but declared 
6 * He could not perceive it to ſmoke. 


„ Notwithſtanding This, away goes He; 35 lays 
« an 


aformation againſt Mr, Fendtil; and upon 


5 ſmoke; the Conſtah 
00 Was mae that Mr. Fendril, or his Seryants, WETC 


at Work, as, indeed, they were not; but all in 


Bed; yet "the Conmiſ joners gave Judgment againſt 


„ Him for 1 5 J. alledging, by their Solicitor, hat 
ho 28 ought to keep a Servant always fitting up, to 


in the * whenever be . * to 
4 2 j 


-"Þ 


T that if che Door was opened, He ſhould 


Trial the Offcer ſwore that the Chimney did 
le ſwore it did not; no roof 


(100% 


It would be a Hiſtory too long 
3 to ſet down all the for roy 
Queen's Subjects daily meet with from theſe 


regiment 


« Gentlemen Exci emen; their arbitrar. 
« clandeſtine, and moſt ulli 2 Saf fur- 
-& prizing the Innocent; and their pantial aud pofi 
tive determining Th hings 
0 and "RIO hes 


ary Fudgmenis; 
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_ How they "We Opin tbo FA Flt 6 as TY 
nul in one, and acquitted it in A 15 . 
cs I the following W 3 


0H N VANDEN BENDEN.- Sat 
ker, at Dowgate, had a private Capper, tor 
4 Hage 12 Sweets; which. He was in 
„gains be a Uſe of, without entring at the 
coming to a Trial, He was 
uitted ; 1 Was un made Uſe 75 but 
* as not being within the Ad. * 
© ROWLAND FRYE, — in 2 
4 gans Lane, Southwark, 
„Time, and for the very ſane individual Kind 
< Fad, was try'd on an Information, for making 6 
«Ute of a private Copper, tor making Sweets, atid 


the 4 gave 3 agzioft Him 
« © for 50 | 1 * © 


. 3 ” * _ "_ *X 2 _ 
- — — * 7 K f TO ES * 2 3 ws PE 


< Exciſe Office; 


much. t the ſame 


ſbould enquire into the Frans s 
1 * Partidlities They muſt find them iu the Excil 
3 No Mas e ln. 
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icat e Fa the 5 Draggits 4 in 
8 in Au ſayer to a e in the e 5 
e's, turda 2 1734. 0 


LI Hereas the at Draggifs in ads 

WY arc char cd in a Paragraph in the Day 
_ Courant of Saturc Fi 2, 1732, with be- 
ig the Promoter —— paſſed inthe tenth Year 
of the late King, we 6 certain Duties upan 
de, Tea, and Cocoa, aud fo . rigs Dh 


«© 4 


= Inland Duties iu lieu . ou oy g. (by which A. 
Ir Coffee, Tea, and Chocolate are fahle to the Laws 
„ of RD by adviſing the Clauſes init, which relats 
ne to Entries of all Places, where ſuch Commodities are 


made or kept, and to the Power it gives the Officer 
#0 enter into ſuch Places, and to inſpe and take an 
Account of 2 Commotlities, and inſinuating that 
1 did adviſe the paſſing the ſaid A. The Drug- 
giſis do hereby pohtiyely deny and difavow- ſuch 
2 as a notorious Falſehe 

The Bill pointed out too ly che Rigour and 
Hardſhips, with which the Execution of ſuch a a 
Law would be attended (and which they have ſince 
ſeverely felt) for them to be preſumed the Ad- 
F it. ” The were deſirous to preſerye their 


The be entered 2 at the Will and Pleaſure of cvery 5 
+. unknown petty Officer; and to have the Diſpoſal of 
5 their own Goods, after the Duties were paid, with- 


out the Permiſſion of, or accounting for them to 
any Perſon whatſoever; and to preſerve the Cir- 
_ cumſtances. of their Trade, their Cuſtomers Names 


and Places _ fror being expoſed to th 8 
% p T: * 8 92 Offers 


Houfes to themſe, 2tvzs, and not have them liable to 20 
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Vw bom they might think.” fit to communicate the. | 

ſame; and allo, in caſe of: Sto have the 
Matter determined,  accordin 
ol Engliſhmen, - 
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